Letters  from  Christians 
changed  inmate’s  life 


ORLANDO,  Fla.  (EP)— In  1964  Jack  (“Murph  the  Surf”)  Murphy  at¬ 
tracted  international  attention  by  stealing  the  golf-ball-sized  Star  of  In¬ 
dia  sapphire  from  a  New  York  City  museum.  After  spending  21  months 
in  jail  for  that  theft,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  face  a  life  sentence  for 
first-degree  murder  in  the  1967  deaths  of  two  California  secretaries. 

But  on  December  29, 1984,  Murphy  was  transferred  from  his  Florida 
prison  to  The  Bridge,  a  Christian  halfway  house  in  Orlando.  His  release 
came  because  during  his  time  behind  bars  he  became  a  new  man ‘in 
Christ.  The  former  Florida  surfing  champion  had  received  letters  and 
tracts  from  so  many  Christians  that  he  had  become  a  keenly  interested 
in  the  Christian  faith. 

—  ‘The  accumulated  weight  of  evidence  from  all  this  mail  opened  my 
eyes  to  God’s  love,”  said  Murphy.  “I  couldn’t  believe  that  all  these  peo¬ 
ple  would  say  the  same  thing.  It  was  confusing  that  so  many  would  write. 
I  decided  that  I  must  take  a  good  look  at  what  they  were  trying  to  tell’ 
me.”  As  a  result  he  committed  his  life  to  Jesus  Christ  in  1971. 

When  Murphy  left  the  Zephyrhills,  Fla.,  facility,  he  gave  a  thumbs-up 
sign  to  fellow  prisoners  who  had  held  a  prayer  meeting  with  him  earlier, 
and  who  sang  “Amazing  Grace”  as  he  walked  out  of  the  gates. 

Murphy  will  serve  in  a  work-release  program  for  at  least  six  months. 
He  will  then  be  eligible  for  parole,  or  may  remain  in  the  program  for 
a  total  of  two  years.  “I’ve  known  him  a  long  time  and  he  has  changed,” 
comments  Frank  Constantino,  director  of  The  Bridge. 

Murphy,  47,  encourages  Christians  to  write  to  people  in  prison.  “Peo¬ 
ple  ask  me,  ‘What  can  I  do?  I  feel  so  helpless.’  I  tell  them  to  write,  Send 
anything  from  a  brief  note  to  a  ten-page  letter  with  a  tract.  Tell  them 
that  God  loves  them.” 
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‘Whistlestop’  session 


Homebound  ministries  can 
provide  spiritual  growth 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

A  Little  Rock  church  enrolled  70  who  later  accepted  Christ  as  lord  and  adult  Sunday  School  work  at  the  Sun- 
and  with  interest  aroused  in  other  savior  from  a  wheelchair.  day  School  Board  in  Nashville,  was  in 

family  members,  it  became  the  These  churches  were  experiencing  Hattiesburg  recently  to  teach 
“greatest  outreach”  the  church  can  benefits  from  organizing  a  ministry  to  Mississippians  how  to  begin  home- 
recall.  The  first  enrollee  of  a  North  the  homebound.  bound  ministries.  He  was  a  teacher 

Carolina  church  was  a  burn  victim  James  Berthelot,  a  consultant  for  for  a  series  of  Whistlestops  which 

organized  by  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board's  Sunday 
Up  School  Department  for  church  growth 
through  Sunday  School.  More  than  850 
have  attended  the  first  28  of  a  total  of 
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The  gamblers  win  a  couple 


The  fight  is  on  in  the  Legislature  designers  figured  that  five  percent  of  write  our  representatives  who  voted 
over  the  pari-mutuel  gambling  bill,  the  remainder  would  be  needed  for  for  the  measure  to  register  disappoint  - 
and  the  gambling  interests  have  won  law  enforcement  on  account  of  the  ment.  We  need  to  commend  those  who 
two  skirmishes.  The  pari-mutuel  bill  tracks,  and  the  supervisors  would  get  voted  against  it.  We  need  to  write  our 
passed  the  House  Ways  and  Means  15  percent  for  whatever  reason  they  senators.  And  we  need  to  be  getting 
Committee  by  a  voice  vote  and,  as  wanted  to  use  it.  ready  for  battle  in  Tunica-  dnd 

pointed  out  last  week,  without  the  Rep.  Clayton  Henderson  of  Tunica  Jackson  counties  in  case  it  comes  to 
benefit  of  a  hearing  before  the  com-  County  is  quoted  as  saying  that  “the  that. 

mittee.  HB  434,  which  is  the  pari-  House  showed  that  it’s  time  to  start  We  have  lost  two  initial  skirmishes, 
mutuel  bill,  then  went  to  the  floor  of  doing  something  for  our  people.”  But  but  the  battle  is  far  from  over.  Let’s 
the  House,  where  it  was  passed  by  a  this  wouldn’t  do  anything  for  the  peo-  not  give  up  any  additional  ground, 
vote  of  66  to  52.  pie.  In  fact,  it  would  take  money  away  Remember,  those  who  operate 

The  proponents  of  the  bill  claimed  from  the  people  who  would  be  so  gambling  establishments  claim  that 
the  66  to  52  vote  was  a  sizeable  victory,  foolish  as  to  bet  at  the  tracks.  And  the  people  generally  are  going  to 
but  it  wasn’t  all  that  great.  If  eight  they  wouldn’t  see  the  money  again.  It  benefit  from  the  gambling.  The  only 
people  had  voted  the  other  way,  the  would  go  to  those  causes  listed  above,  ones  to  benefit  consistently  and  to  any 
outcome  would  have  been  reversed.  The  people  are  not  in  that  list.  great  degree  from  gambling  however, 

That  doesn’t  constitute  a  sizeable  vie-  And  those  representatives  who  are  those  who  operate  gambling 
tory  out  of  118  voters.  voted  for  the  measure  only  because  it  establishments. 

Nevertheless,  they  won.  Or  was  confined  to  tracks  built  in  only  The  vote  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
somebody  won.  The  people  who  would  two  counties  should  not  rest  easy.  If  tatives  on  the  gambling  bill  was  as 
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Evangelism-Bible  meet 
rescheduled  March  11-12 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelism-Bible  Conference,  originally 
scheduled  for  Feb.  4  to  6,  has  been  rescheduled  for  March  11  and  12,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Guy  Henderson,  evangelism  director  for  Mississippi  Baptists. 

The  conference  was  postponed  on  account  of  severe  weather  condi¬ 
tions  across  the  state. 

With  the  new  schedule  the  conference  will  begin  at  2  p.m.  on  Monday 
and  conclude  with  the  Tuesday  evening  session.  Originally  it  was  schedul¬ 
ed  to  begin  with  a  Monday  evening  session  and  go  until  Wednesday  noon. 

It  will  still  be  held  at  First  Church,  Greenville,  and  will  have  the  same 
number  of  sessions  as  originally  scheduled. 

Henderson  said  the  conference  planners  would  be  contacting  the 
scheduled  speakers  and  would  hope  that  they  all  would  be  available  for 
the  rescheduled  meeting. 


Missionary  quota  used 
in  Nigeria;  couples  stay 


Thursday,  February  7,  1985 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  3 


IBADAN,  Nigeria  (BP)-Two 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  couples 
who  expected  to  leave  Nigeria  Jan.  29 
because  of  a  new  quota  system  have 
been  granted  an  extension. 

Coy  and  Vivian  Sample  of  Arkansas 
and  Loretta  and  Urban  Green  of 
Oklahoma,  who  have  been  unable  to 
get  permanent  visas,  were  told  they 
would  have  to  leave  by  Jan.  31,  but  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  received  a 
telex  Jan.  24  saying  the  couples  could 
stay  until  April  25. 

No  one  yet  knows  what  the  move 
means  for  the  couples  or  the  future  of 
missionary  quotas  in  Nigeria,  said 
John  Mills,  Southern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board  director  for  west 
Africa. 

Fred  Lev  rets,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Baptist  Mission  of  Nigeria,  and  S. 
T.  Ola  Akande,  general  secretary  of 
the  Nigerian  Baptist  Convention,  got 
confirmation  of  a  quota  in  a  meeting 
Jan.  17  with  the  principal  immigra-. 
tion  officer  in  Lagos,  Nigeria’s  capital. 

Mills  said  details  related  to  the 
quota  would  be  worked  out  in  coming 
months,  but  it  will  probably  mean  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  mis¬ 


sionaries  as  new  missionaries  are 
unable  to  obtain  residence  permits. 
How  it  will  affect  missionaries 
already  in  the  country  is  unknown. 

Another  couple,  Jim  and  Donna 
Haney  of  Missouri,  returned  to  the 
United  States  from  Nigeria  in  July 
1984  after  they  also  were  unable  to  ob¬ 
tain  residence  visa's. 

Mills  said  two  journeymen  in  orien¬ 
tation  preparing  to  go  to  Nigeria  are 
being  reassigned.  Marianne  Miles  of 
Savannah,  Ga.,  who  was  to  teach  mis¬ 
sionary  children  in  Ogbomosho,  has 
been  reassigned  to  work  at  a  Baptist 
center  in  The  Gambia.  Tracey  Smith 
of  Prattville,  Ala.,  who  was  to  be  a 
nurse  at  the  Baptist  hospital  in  Eku, 
will  go  instead  to  Gaza. 

This  extension  of  the  visas  is  an 
answer  to  prayer.  On  Jan.  15,  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  sent  out 
Prayergrams  across  the  nation,  ask¬ 
ing,  “Pray  for  a  Miracle.  The  Urban 
Greens  and  Coy  Samples  must  leave 
Nigeria  by  the  end  of  January  unless 
the  Lord  intervenes.  The  Nigerian 
Government  is  limiting  visas  by  im¬ 
posing  a  quota  system.  Our  God  is 
able." 


Church  Music  Conference 
to  feature  Stovall,  Kemp 


The  eighth  annual  meeting  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Music 
Conference  will  feature  Frank  Stovall 
and  Janet  Kemp  as  conference 
speakers. 

The  conference  will  take  place  in 
Hattiesburg  at  Tfemple  Church,  March 
7,  and  at  William  Carey  College, 
March  8.  Registration  at  Ttemple 
Church  begins  at  1:30  p.m.  March  7 
for  the  Mississippi  Singing  Chur¬ 
chmen  and  4-6  p.m.  for  all  others. 

Stovall,  head  of  the  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  Music  Department,  is  a  graduate 
of  MC  and  he  earned  the  master  of 
arts  degree  in  music  education  from 
tjie  University  of  Alabama  and  the 
doctor  of  musical  arts  from  the 
University  of  Texas.  He  had  been  pro¬ 
fessor  of  voice  and  chairman  of  the 
Voice  Department  at  Southwestern 
Seminary,  from  1956  till  he  came  to 
MC  this  year. 

Janet  Kemp  is  an  early  childhood 
consultant  in  Metairie,  La.  A  graduate 
of  Stephens  College,  Missouri,  Mrs. 
Kemp  earned  the  master  of  religious 


education  degree  in  childhood  educa¬ 
tion  from  New  Orleans.  She  was  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  preschool  education  center 
at  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Two  special  conferences  will  be  held 
at  4:15  p.m.  on  the  7th:  “For  Women 
Only”  led  by  Mrs.  Kemp,  and 
“Students”  led  by  J.  M.  Wood, 
minister  of  music,  Broadmoor 
Church,  Jackson. 

A  banquet  begins  at  6  p.m.  that 
night  with  entertainment  by 
Carpenter’s  Wood  of  Carey  College. 
Reservations  at  $6.50  per  person  must 
be  made  by  March  1  with  Don  Brown, 
Box  479,  Hazlehurst,  Miss.,  39083. 

The  opening  session  at  7  p.m.  will 
be  followed  by  a  concert  by  the 
Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen  at  8. 

The  Friday  morning  session  at 
Carey  begins  at  8:30  and  concludes  at 
12:45  p.m.  The  morning  agenda  in¬ 
cludes  mini-concerts  by  members  of 
the  music  faculties  of  the  Baptist  col¬ 
leges  and  more  sessions  with  Stovall 
and  Mrs.  Kemp. 
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RTVC  seeks  approval  for 
$12.5  million  campaign 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  -  The 
Radio  and  Television  Commission  will 
ask  the  SBC  Executive  Committee  to 
authorize  a  $12.5  million  fund-raising 
campaign  to  finance  the  ACTS  net¬ 
work  through  fiscal  1986. 

Trustees  of  the  commission 
unanimously  approved  the  request,  as 
well  as  two  other  funding  recommen¬ 
dations,  during  their  regular  meeting 
in  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Commission 
President  Jimmy  R.  Allen  has  asked 
to  present  the  board’s  proposal  to  the 
Executive  Committee  when  it  meets 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Feb.  18-20. 

‘There’s  no  doubt  in  my  mind  we 
can  make  ACTS  the  most  powerful 
tool  for  evangelism  this  country  has 
ever  seen  as  we  strengthen  the  fun¬ 
ding  process,”  Allen  said.  As  an  exam¬ 
ple,  he  pointed  to  two  new  contracts 
for  syndication  of  ACTS  programs 
totalling  $1.1  million  as  evidence  the 
network  is  “on  the  right  track.” 

The  fund-raising  campaign  would 
be  conducted  over  a  five-year  period. 
In  the  meantime,  the  commission 
would  establish  a  longer-term  line  of 
credit  to  meet  capital  production  ex¬ 
penses  for  fiscal  years  1984-86. 

—  ‘This  campaign  will  allow  us  to 
strengthen  our  income  flows  while  the 
network  gains  momentum  over  the 
next  two  years,”  Allen  said.  By  then, 
income  from  development,  advertis¬ 
ing,  syndication,  and  satellite  fees 
from  churches  is  expected  to  make 
ACTS  self-sustaining. 

The  trustees  also  authorized  a  $1.4 
million  short-term  line  of  credit  to 
cover  short-term  obligations.  A  third 
funding  recommendation  authorized 
the  commission  to  conduct  a  pre¬ 
campaign  survey,  qt  a  cost  not  to  ex¬ 
ceed  $27,800,  which  would  help  the 
commission  design  the  proposed  fund¬ 
raising  effort. 

“We  are  proposing  a  campaign  that 
will  address  the  longer-term  financial 
needs  of  the  organization,”  Allen  said. 
“It  will  encompass  all  of  our  develop¬ 
ment  efforts,  which  will  continue  as 
part  of  the  total  strategy." 

Trustee  Chairman  John  Roberts  of 
Greenville,  S.C.,  said  the  fund-raising 
strategy  will  prepare  the  commission 
for  the  “new  day”  represented  by  the 
ACTS  network.  “We  were  funded  ade¬ 
quately  for  our  work  in  the  past.”  he 
said.  “We  will  be  adequately  funded 
at  a  target  point  down  the  road.  What 
we  are  doing  is  bridging  the  gap.” 

Allen  said  the  problems  en¬ 
countered  by  ACTS  stem  from  the 
complexities  of  the  cable  TV  industry 
and  the  difficulty  of  organizing  on  a 
grass  roots  level.  But,  he  added,  ACTS 
has  already  overcome  seemingly  im¬ 
possible  barriers. 

“We  have  proven  we  can  produce  in¬ 
teresting  and  competitive  programs 
on  a  financially  sound  basis,  we  can 
make  low-power  television  work,  and 


By  Greg  Warner 

local  programming  can  be  ac¬ 
complished,”  he  said.  ‘The  problems 
are  real,  but  so  are  the  affirmations. 

“The  thing  we  are  most  in  need  of 
is  advertising  revenue,”  Allen  explain¬ 
ed.  Like  almost  all  satellite  networks. 
ACTS  lacks  the  household  penetration 
at  this  point  to  attract  major 
advertisers. 

The  network  now  reaches  almost 
three  million  homes,  Allen  said,  or 
about  seven  million  potential  viewers, 
through  cable  TV  and  low-power  TV 
stations.  But  some  industry  experts 
say  a  network  must  reach  8.5  million 
homes  before  it  can  command  the  at¬ 
tention  of  advertisers. 

Allen  said  ACTS,  which  is  adding 
more  than  120,000  cable  TV  homes 
each  week,  will  reach  that  benchmark 
in  the  next  two  years.  By  then,  another 
three  to  seven  million  homes  will  be 
added  by  full-power  educational  sta¬ 
tions  being  built  or  planned  in  Fort 
Worth;  Houston;  San  Francisco;  San 
Antonio,  Texas;  Birmingham,  Ala.; 
and  West  Palm  Beach,  Fla.,  he  said. 

In  his  president’s  address,  Allen 
said  ACTS  already  is  proving  to  be 
useful  in  evangelism.  Portions  of  the 
recent  Tfexas  Baptist  Evangelism  Con¬ 
ference,  carried  on  ACTS  in  Texas, 
made  the  gospel  available  to  approx¬ 
imately  2.6  million  people  in  the  state. 

‘This  first  attempt  at  a  state  net¬ 
work  was  successful  and  can  be  done 
in  any  state,”  he  said.  ‘This  is  pro¬ 
viding  a  whole  new  tool  for 
evangelism  in  the  ACTS  network.” 

Allen  also  noted  ACTS’  newest  pro¬ 
gram,  the  live  call-in  counseling  pro¬ 
gram  called  “Cope,”  is  providing  a 
direct  ministry  to  people  in  need.  The 
program  receives  more  than  20  calls 
each  weeknight,  and  calls  have  comq 
in  from  more  than  28  states. 

Two  successful  low-power  TV  sta¬ 


tions  that  recently  affiliated  with 
ACTS  is  further  evidence  the  network 
has  found  its  place,  Allen  said.  Paul 
Passink,  owner  of  a  station  in  Con¬ 
cord,  Va.,  which  switched  to  ACTS 
after  carrying  adult  movies,  has  been 
asked  to  speak  at  the  National  Con¬ 
ference  on  Broadcast  Ministries  in 
April,  Allen  said. 

ACTS  can  help  Southern  Baptists 
focus  their  strength  on  accomplishing 
Bold  Mission  Thrust,  “which  has  slip¬ 
ped  from  our  attention  recently,” 
Allen  said.  < 

Warner  writes  for  the  Radio  -  Televi¬ 
sion  Commission. 

Great  danger 
stops  trips 
to  West  Beirut 

BEIRUT,  Lebanon  (BP)— Southern 
Baptist  missionary  David  King  no 
longer  risks  going  to  preach  at 
University  Baptist  Church  in  West 
Beirut.  Now  he  sends  his  sermons  to 
church  by  cassette  tape. 

His  change  in  routine  came  after 
American  Catholic  relief  worker 
Lawrence  Martin  Jenco  was  kidnap¬ 
ped  within  a  block  of  the  church  in 
early  January.  Until  then.  King  had 
been  riding  in  the  back  seat  of  a  non- 
American  doctor’s  car  as  a  safety 
precaution.  Now  his  wife,  Maxine, 
takes  cassette  tapes  of  his  sermon 
across  the  green  line  into  Muslim- 
dominated  West  Beirut  each  Sunday. 

King  says  no  American  men  are  at¬ 
tending  the  services  now.  A  Baptist 
layman  leads  the  worship. 

Jenco  is  the  latest  of  five  American 
men  being  held  hostage.  Presbyterian 
( Continued  on  page  7 ) 
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Who  Cares? 

Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  in 
Missions 

March  3-10 ,  1985 

r 

'  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 
fiu,  Goak  $30,000,000 


Importance  of  Easter  Offering 
increases  at  Home  Mission  Board 


By  Jim  Newton 

Ifcnner  added  that  the  offering  sup-  “We  hope  and  pray  that  Southern 

ports  the  work  of  more  than  4,000  mis-  Baptists  will  give  sacrificially  to  sup- 
sions  personnel  in  all  50  states  plus  port  home  missions  this  year,”  Tanner 
American  Samoa,  the  Virgin  Islands  said.  “I  can’t  begin  to  stress  how  inl¬ 
and  Puerto  Rico.  The  Home  Mission  portant  this  offering  is  to  carrying  out 
Board,  he  said,  is  the  largest  Christ’s  command  to  go  into  all  the 
evangelical  missionary  sending  agen-  world  and  preach  the  gospel.” 
cy  in  the  world.  Jim  Newton  writes  for  the  HMB. 

WMU  dedicates  building 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  —  Giving 
trends  over  the  past  18  years  indicate 
the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 
(AAEO)  for  Home  Missions  is  playing 
an  increasingly  important  role,  Home 
Mission  Board  President  William  G. 

Tanner  said.  i  , 

Based  on  a  study  of  statistics  com¬ 
piled  by  the  Home  Mission  Board’s 
research  division,  Thnner  said  that 
since  1971,  the  board’s  income  from 
the  AAEO  has  exceeded  income  from~ 
the  Cooperative  Program. 

Perhaps  one  reason  for  this  trend, 

Tanner  suggested,  is  that  the  percen¬ 
tage  of  total  church  income  going  to 
support  the  Cooperative  Program  has 
steadily  declined,  whereas  the 
percentage  of  total  church  income  go¬ 
ing  to  the  Annie  Armstrong  Offering 
has  steadily  increased. 

In  1967,  the  year  used  by  economists 
as  a  benchmark  for  figuring  inflation 
factors,  Southern  Baptists  gave  a  total 
of  $711  3/4  million  of  tithes  and  offer¬ 
ings,  and  $71  1/4  million  in 
undesignated  Cooperative  Program 
contributions.  That  means  that  10.01 
percent  of  total  church  income  went 
to  missions  through  the  Cooperative 
Program. 

Last  year,  according  to  computeriz¬ 
ed  projections  of  1984  giving  trends, 

Southern  Baptists  gave  a  total  of  $3.4 
billion  in  tithes  and  offerings,  and  $290 
million  in  Cooperative  Program  con¬ 
tributions,  or  8.55  percent  of  the  total. 

Tanner  pointed  out  that  the  percen¬ 
tage  of  Cooperative  Program  giving 
has  declined  from  10.01  to  8.55  percent 
since  1967  —  the  last  year  that  the 
denomination  gave  a  “tithe”  of  its 
total  income  through  the  Cooperative 
Program. 

Since  1967,  however,  giving  through 
the  AAEO  has  steadily  increased. 

That  year.  Southern  Baptists  gave  $4 
million  through  home  missions  offer¬ 
ing.  Compared  to  total  church  income 
for  1967,  the  AAEO  gifts  in  1967 
amounted  to  only  .57  percent  of  total 
contributions,  but  that  percentage  has 
steadily  increased  almost  every  year, 

Thnner  said. 

Last  year  with  AAEO  gifts  of  about 
$25 1 2  million,  the  percentage  in  com¬ 
parison  to  total  church  income  had 
risen  to  .75  percent,  an  increase  of  .18 
percent,  the  statistics  revealed. 

Thnner  said  the  Home  Mission 
Board  depends  on  both  the 
Cooperative  Program  and  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering  as  the  two 
rails  on  which  the  Home  Mission 
Board  train  moves  forward 
“Just  as  a  train  would  derail  and 
crash  if  one  of  the  two  tracks  were  rip¬ 
ped  up,  so  would  the  Home  Mission 
Board  program  be  utterly  destroyed 
if  either  the  Cooperative  Program  or 
AAEO  were  to  be  ripped  out,”  Thnner 
said. 

Thnner  said  that  even  though  the 
board  throughout  the  years  has  stress¬ 
ed  Cooperative  Program  and  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering  giving  as 
equally  important,  he  acknowledged 
the  increasing  significance  of  the 
AAEO  since  1971.  It  is  the  largest  of-  day,  Feb.  10,  at  11  a  m.  The  Blue  Mountain  College  Singers 
fering  used  to  support  missions  work 
in  the  United  States  of  any  religious  Blue  Mountain  College.  The  presentation  at  Central  is  one  of 
organization  in  the  nation,  he  said.  many  scheduled  for  the  group’s  spring  concert  tour  in 


Evangelists  are 
invited  to  meet 


Wow,  God,  you  have  fashioned 
beauty!”  says  Acteen  panelist 


URBANA,  111.  (EP)— Evangelist 
Billy  Graham  has  announced  plans  to 
hold  a  second  International  Con¬ 
ference  for  Itinerant  Evangelists  Ju¬ 
ly  12-21,  1986,  in  the  Netherlands. 

The  conference,  known  as  Amster¬ 
dam  86,  is  expected  to  bring  together 
some  8,000  itinerant  evangelists  from 
nearly  150  countries. 

This  conference  is  an  outgrowth  of 
an  earlier  Graham-sponsored  con¬ 
ference.  Amsterdam,  83,  which  at¬ 
tracted  more  than  4,000  evangelists. 
The  majority  of  those  attending  that 
conference  were  from  underdeveloped 
counties,  where  Christianity  is 
spreading  rapidly. 

Like  its  predecessor,  Amsterdam  86 
will  be  devoted  mainly  to  training,  up¬ 
dating  and  equipping  itinerant 
evangelists  to  do  their  job  better, 
Graham  .explained. 


our  service  to  the  Lord  more  efficient  fashioned  a  beauty !  ” 
and  effective.”  Acknowledging  the  The  entire  audience  joined  in  a 
building  as  a  “mdnument  to  those  litany  of  dedication,  led  by  Mrs.  A. 
women  of  the  past,  inspired  by  a  vi-  Harrison  Gregory,  former  president 
sion  of  a  lost  world,”  she  reminded  the  of  WMU.  Special  music  was  provided 
audience  “people  bring  glory  to  God,  by  Janie  House,  foreign  missionary  to 
not  monuments.”  Zambia,  and  the  Samford  University 

WMU  President  Dorothy  Sample  Band, 
presided  over  the  dedication.  Full  use  was  made  of  the  three- 
Presidents  of  the  Home  and  Foreign  story  complex,  as  guests  filled  the 
Mission  Boards,  William  G.  'Rinner  400-seat  auditorium  and  spilled  over 
and  R.  Keith  Parks,  led  prayers  of  into  conference  rooms  equipped  with 
obedience  and  praise.  The  prayer  of  closed  circuit  broadcast  of  the 
dedication  was  led  by  Harold  C.  Ben-  dedication. 

nett,  executive  secretary-treasurer,  Carol  Sisson  Garrett  writes  for 
Executive  Committee,  SBC.  Woman’s  Missionary  Union. 

James  Smith,  Brotherhood  Com-  _ 

mission  president,  read  scripture,  and  If  someone  were  to  pay  you  ten 

Lloyd  Elder,  Sunday  School  Board  cents  for  every  kind  word  that  you 
president,  led  in  responsive  reading,  have  spoken  about  people,  and  collect 
Expressions  of  thankfulness  were  five  cents  for  every  unkind  word, 
as  varied  as  Woman’s  Missionary  would  you  be  rich  or  poor?  —  Word 
Union  itself.  Mrs.  Edwin  Howard,  a  and  Way 


FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRIES 
^-^vSTEEPLES— CROSSES 
-  WATER  HEATERS 


FOR  SALE:  1964  Model  4103 
General  Motors  (GREYHOUND) 
BUS.  Excellent  condition.  See  to 
appreciate.  Air-conditioning. 
$20,000.00.  First  Baptist  Church, 
Box  191,  Poplarville,  MS  39470. 
1-601-795-4531.  Or  Cecil  Strahan, 
1-601-795-8770. 


PIANO  FOR  SALE  —  Chickering 
Baby  Grand,  2  years  old,  beautiful 
wood,  like  new.  P.  O.  Box  147,  Mon- 
ticello,  MS  39654.  Phone  (601) 
587-4580,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Siler. 


Central,  Brookhaven,  to  hear  BMC  Singers 

lurch,  Brookhaven,  will  host  the  Blue  Mountain  Mississippi  and  Louisiana.  The  choirs  are  under  the  direction 

Men’s  Ensen  hie  in  a  concert  presentation  on  Sun-  of  Bart  Shanklih,  assistant  professor  of  music  at  Blue  Moun¬ 

tain  College.  Shanklin  is  a  graduate  of  Union  University  and 
and  Men’s  Ensemble  are  made  up  of  students  representing  received  his  master  of  music  degree  from  Florida  State  Univer- 

'  sity.  Paul  Wilson  is  Central  pastor.  Ed  Sudduth  is  minister  of 
music. 


FOR  SALE:  24X60  DOUBLE¬ 
WIDE  TRAILER.  4  classrooms,  2 
bathrooms,  1  large  meeting  room. 
Pineview  Baptist  Church,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg.  MS.  <601)544-2532  after 
9:00  p.m. 


What  ‘thev’  sa' 
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Gambling  leaders  expect 
expansion  of  lotteries 


ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.J.-tBP1)- 
State-operated  lotteries  will  move  into 
six  more  states  before  1988,  while  ex¬ 
pansion  of  legalized  casino  gambling 
probably  will  have  to  wait  a  few  more 
years,  participants  at  the  6th  National 
Conference  on  Gambling  and  Risk 
Taking  were  told. 

Several  times  during  the  con¬ 
ference  speakers  referred  to  Baptist 
opposition  as  one  obstacle  to 
widespread  expansion  of  gambling  in¬ 
terests  in  the  country. 


One  gambling  industry 
lobbyist  boldly  predicted 
that  while  proposals  for 
a  national  lottery  will 
receive  little  backing 
from  the  lottery  in¬ 
dustry,  every  state— 
except  “a  few  very  Bap¬ 
tist,  conservative  states” 
—  will  eventually  join  the 
ranks  of  lottery  states. 


One  grambling  industry  lobbyist 
boldly  predicted  that  while  proposals' 
for  a  national  lottery  will  receive  lit¬ 
tle  backing  from  the  lottery  industry, 
every  state— except  “ a  few’  very  Bap¬ 
tist,  conservative  states”— will  even¬ 
tually  join  the  ranks  of  lottery  states. 

Lottery  industry  members  at  the 
meeting  were  euphoric  about  the 
November  elections,  when,  as  one 
speaker  noted,  “even  a  hardcore  Bap¬ 
tist  state  like  Missouri”  joined  three 
other  states  in  adopting  a  lottery.  In¬ 
dustry  spokesmen  were  equally  ex¬ 
cited  about  the  performance  of  state 
lotteries  which  are  expected  to  end 
the  year  with  more  than  $7  billion  in 
gross  sales.  ’ 

While  the  state-sponsored  lottery 
has  become  the  vanguard  of  the  in¬ 
dustry,  gambling  leaders  have  dif¬ 
fered  over  the  impact  the  rapid 
growth  of  lotteries  may  have  on  other 
legal  forms  of  gambling.  One  casino 
representative  claimed  lotteries  are 
“a  way  to  educate  people  about 
gambling  as  a  form  of  entertain¬ 
ment.”  People  can  learn  how  to  gam¬ 
ble  at  home,  “then  they  will  look  at 
Atlantic  City  as  a  destination  for 
travel  to  enjoy  this  kind  of  entertain¬ 
ment.” 

In  contrast  to  the  optimism  of  lot¬ 
tery  representatives,  most  casino  in¬ 
dustry  spokespersons  virtually  ruled 
out  casino  expansion  into  new  states 
in  the  near  future,  with  Louisiana  and 
Michigan  considered  the  only  possi¬ 
ble  exceptions. 

In  addition,  income  projections  for 
Atlantic  City  indicate  much  less 
growth  for  casino  gambling  than  for 
the  state-operated  lotteries.  Casino  in¬ 
dustry  representatives  also  complain¬ 
ed  frequently  about  “overregula¬ 
tion,”  recommending  24-hour  gambl¬ 


ing  and  removal  of  restrictions  on 
.“adult  entertainment. ”- 

Thomas  O’Brien  of  the  New  Jersey 
Division  of  Gaming  Enforcement, 
told  conference  participants  “the 
large  number  of  unrecorded  transac¬ 
tions  in  casino  participant  gambling 
invites  or  attracts  criminal 
elements.” 

Although  he  contended  New  Jersey 
has  effectively  minimized  “skim¬ 
ming”  and  has  controlled  efforts  by 
organized  crime  to  penetrate  casino 
ownership,  he  admitted  other  organiz¬ 
ed  crime  activities  require  more 
vigilance. 

Martin  Danziger,  former  acting 
chairman  of  the  Casino  Control  Com¬ 
mission  for  New  Jersey,  was  less  op¬ 
timistic.  Infiltration  by  organized 
crime  is  a  major  weakness  of  the 
gambling  industry,  he  said,  em¬ 
phasizing  “it  is  only  a  matter  of  time'  ’ 
before  organized  crime  gains  greater 
influence  in  businesses  which  serve 
the  casino  industry.  :  _ 

Several  weeks  earlier,  the  former 
mayor  of  Atlantic  City  had  pleaded 
guilty  to  extortion  charges  in  a  pro¬ 
posed  land  transaction  for  casino  con¬ 
struction.  The  former  city  director  of 
planning  and  development  was  on 
trial  for  similar  charges.  The  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  casino  hotel  employees 
union  resigned  under  pressure  from 
regulators  because  of  close  connec¬ 
tions  with  an  organized  crime  figure. 

Another  problem  for  the  gambling 
industry’s  image— compulsive  gam¬ 
bling— also  received  attention  at  the 
conference. 

Arnie  Wexler.  president  of  the  New 
Jersey  Council  on  Compulsive 
Gambling,  estimated  the  number  of 
compulsive  gamblers  in  New  Jersey 
alone  is  between  350,000  and  400,000. 
Another  speaker  added  that  a  com¬ 
pulsive  gambler  affects  6  to  12  other 


persons.  Family  members  and 
employers  suffer  most  frequently,  he 
said. 

Wexler,  who  identified  himself  as  a 
recovering  former  compulsive 
gambler,  said  gambling  initially 
seemed  to  help  his  low  self-esteem. 
“The  first  time  I  went  to  the  track  I 
won,”  he  explained.  “I  won  on  my 
first  football  bet.  These  things  made 
me  feel  much  better  about  myself.  I  . 
had  found  something  I  could  do  well.il 

Sheila  Wexler  said  her  husband’s 
spending  on  gambling  “impressed” 
her  at  first.  “It  helped  me  feel  better 
about  my  insecurity,”  she  explained. 
“But  when  his  winnings  dropped  off 
and  the  bills  that  I  didn’t  know  about 
started  coming  in,  it  was  like  a 
‘bomb’.” 

Robert  Custer.  Veterans  Ad¬ 
ministration  psychiatrist  and  na- 
tionally-renowned  authority  on  the 
subject  of  compulsive  gambling, 
pointed  out  that  about  20  percent  of 
compulsive  gamblers  have  attempted 
suicide. 

Robert  Klein,  executive  director  of 
the  New  Jersey  Council  on  Com¬ 
pulsive  Gambling,  reported  one  study 
identified  30  percent  of  jail  inmates  as 
compulsive  gamblers,  and  said 
perhaps  as  many  as  one-third  of  the 
state’s  alcoholics  are  addicted  to 
gambling  as  well. 

The  state  of  Newt  Jersey  has  final¬ 
ly  begun  allocating  a  fraction  of  the 
tax  revenue  from  casinos  for  educa¬ 
tion  about  the  dangers  of  compulsive 
gambling.  A  sum  of  $110,000  has  been 
designated  for  an  educational  pro¬ 
gram  conducted  by  the  Council  on 
Compulsive  Gambling  and  another 
$70,000  for  an  educational  program 
about  the  services  available  through 
the  John  F  Kennedy  Treatment 
Center,  the  only  major  counseling 
program  in  the  state  for  compulsive 
gamblers. 


Mendoza  quake  damages 
churches,  orphanage 


MENDOZA,  Argentina  (BP)-An 
earthquake  early  Jan.  26  cracked  the 
walls  of  two  Baptist  churches  and 
damaged  a  children’s  home  in  this 
western  Argentina  province. 

Many  Mendoza  residents  were 
returning  home  from  theaters  and 
coffee  houses  when  the  quake  hit  at 
12:07  a.m.  Others  ran  from  homes  in¬ 
to  the  streets,  and  several  died  of 
heart  attacks.  Early  reports  listed  six 
dead  and  110  injured  Deluding  50 
hurt  when  walls  of  Carmen  Hospital 
collapsed). 

Thurmon  Bryant,  director  for 
Southern  Baptist  work  in  eastern 
South  America,  said  the  two  mis¬ 
sionary  couples  in  Mendoza  received 
no  reports  of  casualties  among 
Baptists. 

The  earthquake,  registering  5.8*on 
the  Richter  scale  and  lasting  about 
five  minutes,  cracked  walls  at  Men- 


4* 


James  Altus  Newell  (center)  is  inducted  as  the  seventh  president  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Ruschlikonr  Switzerland,  by  (right  to  left)  Keith 
Parker  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board,  Knud  Wumplemann,  general 
secretary  of  the  European  Baptist  Federation,  and  Thorwald  Lorenzen  of  the  Ruschlikon 
faculty.  JV  graduate  of  Mississippi  College,  The  Mississippi  native  was  once  pastor 
of  Rock  Hill  Church,  Brandon,  and  associate  pastor  of  Woodland  Hills  Church,  Jackson 

7th  president  inaugurated 
at  Ruschlikon  —  Zurich 


RUSCHLIKON,  Switzerland  (BP) - 
The  seventh  president  in  the  35-year 
history  of  the  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  of  Ruschlikon  called  in  his 
inaugural  address  Jan.  11  for  the 
seminary’s  mission  and  identity  to  be 
catholic,  apostolic,  reformed,  and 
evangelistic. 

James  Altus  Newell,  a  native 
Mississippian,  based  his  address  on  I 
Corinthians  13  and  told  the  solemn 
convocation  being  catholic  should 
“embrace  God’s  care  for  all  kinds  of 
persons;”  the  apostolic  tradition 
should  contain  “the  historic  witness 
of  the  church  grounded  upon  biblical 
authority,”  and  being  reformed 
means  "we  are  not  simply  recipients 
of  the  Reformation  but  participants  in 
the  continuing  reformation  which  God 
wants  to  bring.” 


But  he  insisted  the  institution 
should  be  “unashamedly  evangel 
ical.”  “We  exist  as  a  community  tob 
an  instrument  of  God’s  redemption  in 
the  world,  to  train  for  ministry,  U 
bear  witness,  and  to  be  witnesses,  an 
to  lead  others  to  become  ChristV 
disciples,  and  to  grow  in  faith,”  bf 
said. 

Newell  was  elected  president  in  Ju¬ 
ly  1984. 

British  gifts 

LONDON  —  British  Baptists  keep 
on  making  generous  gifts  for  the  Bap¬ 
tist  World  Alliance  Africa  Aid  appeal. 
Members  of  churches  of  the  Baptist 
Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
had  sent  in  161,000  pounds  about 
$300,000  through  mid-January. 


doza’s  First  Baptist  Church  and  the 
suburban  Godoy  Cruz  Baptist  Church. 
A  children’s  home  operated  in  the  old 
building  of  First  Baptist  Church  also 
was  damaged.  None  of  the  buildings' 
walls  collapsed.  A  third  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  missionary  couple  in  San  Juan, 
about  100'miles  to  the  north,  also  felt 
the  tremor. 

La  Nell  Bedford  in  Buenos  Aires 
told  Bryant  she  had  called  all  three 
missionary  families  in  the  quake  area 
and  all  were  uninjured.  William  and 
Janis  Malone  of  Texas  and  Paul  and 
Laura  Shelton  of  Ttexas  and  Florida 
live  in  Mendoza.  Ronnie  and  Glenda 
Reynolds  of  West  Virginia  work  in  San 
Juan. 

No  immediate  need  was  reported 
for  Southern  Baptist  relief  aid,  Bryant 
said,  because  quake  victims’  needs 
were  being  cared  for  locally. 


EQUITABLE’S  ULTIMATE 
100% 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

Companion  700  High  Option  Plan 
Helps  pay  for  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay  —  Benefits  for*. 
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Baptists  respond  to  famine 
with  record  relief  gifts 


“Get  the  facts”  before 
giving  to  hunger  relief 


RICHMOND;  Va.  (BP)  -  Television 
brought  starving  Ethiopians  to 
American  dinner  tables  and  Southern 
Baptists  responded  by  giving  a  record 
$7.2  million  for  overseas  hunger  and 
relief  during  1984. 

Almost  half  a  million  dollars  of  that 
was  designated  for  hunger  relief  in 
Ethiopia.  The  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board  allocated 
$220,873  for  that  drought-stricken 
country  during  1984  and  expects  to  use 
more  including  gifts  still  coming  in, 
during  1985. 

The  board,  drawing  partially  on 
unspent  funds  from  1983,  sent  to 
Africa  almost  half  of  the  $8.5  million 
it  allocated  for  worldwide  hunger  and 
relief  in  1984.  But  it  also  continued 
relief  and  development  to  other  coun¬ 
tries  where  overall  conditions  are  bet¬ 
ter,  but  where  pockets  of  people  also 
suffer  malnutrition  and  sometimes 
starvation,  said  John  Cheyne,  the 
board’s  senior  human  needs 
consultant. 

Southern  Baptist  giving  for  hunger 
and  relief  was  up  about  four  percent 
during  the  first  10  months  of  the  year, 
but  giving  in  November  and 
December,  after  Baptists  became 
aware  of  the  Ethiopian  crisis,  pushed 
gifts  for  the  entire  year  18  percent 
ahead  of  1983,  said  Cheyne  More  than 
$2.4  million  came  in  during  December 
alone. 

Long  before  television  footage  of  dy¬ 
ing  children  in  Ethiopia  made  the 
world  reach  for  their  pocketbooks, 
Baptist  missionaries  in  other  parts  of 
Africa  had  been  allocated  more  than 
$3  million  to  help  prevent  similar  con¬ 
ditions  from  developing  in  drought- 
stricken  countries  such  as  Mali, 
Burkina  Faso  (formerly  Upper 
Volta),  and  Zimbabwe. 

“We  have  done  some  extraordinary 
things  because  of  the  special  need,’’ 
said  R.  Keith  Parks,  board  president, 
noting  especially  a  $1  million  grain 
distribution  program  in  Mali,  another 
African  country  particularly  hard-hit 
by  drought.  Missionaries  Norman  and 
Beverly  Coad  had  been  in  the  country 
only  a  few  months  when  they  set  up 
a  distribution  program  that  took  5,000 
tons  of  grain  to  needy  parts  of  the 
country. 

The  representative  for  the  U.S. 
Agency  for  International  Develop¬ 
ment  in  Mali  called  their  program  the 
most  effective  distribution  program  of 
that  size  he’d  ever  seen,  said  Cheyne. 
The  Coads  mobilized  evangelical 
churches  in  the  country  to  distribute 
the  grain  with  less  than  one-tenth  of 
one  percent  loss,  an  unusually  low 
figure  for  relief  programs,  said 
Cheyne. 

“Foreign  missionaries  as  long  ago 
as  Lottie  Moon  have  been  doing  things 
about  world  hunger,”  said  Parks,  but 
only  in  recent  years  have  Southern 
Baptists  given  missionaries  the 
resources  to  carry  out  major  relief 
and  development  programs.  (Lottie 
Moon,  a  pioneer  missionary  to  China, 
shared  her  own  food  with  the  needy 
Chinese  with  whom  she  worked.) 

Southern  Baptists  have  developed  a 
missionary  system  supported  by  the 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  and 


By  Mary  Jane  Welch 

the  Cooperative  Program  which 
enabled  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  to 
spend  “100  cents  of  every  dollar” 
given  for  relief  for  just  that,  Parks 
said.  Missionaries,  in  place,  familiar 
with  the  community  and  area  chur¬ 
ches,  are  able  to  move  aid  quickly 
when  needed. 

Parks  said  because  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  is  a  mission  agency, 
not  a  relief  agency,  its  first  priority 
must  be  evangelism  that  results  in 
churches.  “But  at  the  same  time,  the 
Christian  compassion  that  causes  us 
to  want  to  evangelize,  causes  us  also 
to  want  to  minister  to  people,”  he  said. 

Like  many  other  Christians,  he  has 
been  torn  by  the  appalling  need  in 
Africa  and  has  had  to  ask  whether  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  needs  hunger 
funds  more  than  it  needs  Lottie  Moon 
or  Cooperative  Program  funds,  he 
said. 

“We  feel  that  we  must  have  the  sup¬ 
port  through  the  Lottie  Moon  offering 
to  keep  the  missionaries  in  place  and 
enable  them  to  minister,  but  we  real¬ 
ly  believe  that  the  crucial  nature  of 
the  situation  challenges  Southern 
Baptists  to  give  above  and  beyond 
their  other  giving,”  he  said. 

He  compared  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  to  a  church  with  a  crisis  in  its 
community.  That  church  can  choose 
to  use  its  staff  salaries  to  respond  to 
the  crisis,  endangering  its  whole  pro¬ 
gram,  or  it  can  ask  members  to  give 
over  and  above  regular  offerings, 
helping  the  needy  while  preserving 
the  system  to  help  again. 

Cheyne  pointed  out  as  an  example 
to  the  Sudan  Interior  Mission  (SIM) 
feeding  program  in  Woleta,  Ethiopia, 


to  which  Southern  Baptists  con¬ 
tributed  $50,000.  Seeing  conditions  in 
northern  Ethiopia,  the  SIM  mission 
anticipated  the  same  thing  in  the 
south.  Instead  of  waiting  for  it  to  hap¬ 
pen,  they  immediately  set  up  a 
feeding  program.  “Now  the  little 
children  and  women  who  would  be 
just  like  the  ones  we  see  on  TV  are 
well  on  the  road  to  recovery,”  he  said. 

The  philosophy  of  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board’s  human  needs  program 
has  been  to  provide  a  holistic  ministry 
meeting  both  physical  and  spiritual 
needs,  he  said,  and  the  board  has  tried 
to  provide  it  before  it  is  desperately 
needed.  “Sending  food  in  relief  is  on¬ 
ly  a  band-aid  ministry,”  he  said. 

“One  of  the  things  we  have  to 
recognize  is  the  enormity  of  the  pro¬ 
blem.  We  cannot  solve  the  whole 
world’s  problems  by  ourselves,”  said 
Cheyne.  Instead,  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  has  to  choose  the  things  it  can 
do  best  and  those  that  can  be  copied 
by  nationals  even  if  the  Baptists  are 
no  longer  there. 

Although  Africa’s  situation  is  the 
world’s  worst,  Cheyne  stressed  there 
are  pockets  of  starvation  in  places  like 
Bangladesh  and  Brazil,  and  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  continues  to 
aid  them  also.  During  1984,  Brazil  had 
farmers  devastated  by  long-term 
drought  in  the  north  and  others 
devastated  by  flooding  in  the  south. 
Southern  Baptists  helped  with  a 
number  of  hunger  and  relief  projects, 
such  as  the  massive  Living  Water  pro¬ 
ject  which  benefited  much  of  a  state 
in  northern  Brazil. 

Mary  Jane  Welch  writes  for  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 


Hunger  giving  rises 
by  a  million  dollars 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)-South- 
ern  Baptists  in  1984  contributed 
$7,166,772  to  their  program  of 
worldwide  hunger  relief,  shattering 
the  1983  record  by  more  than  a  million 
dollars. 

It  marked  the  seventh  consecutive 
year  gifts  to  hunger  funds  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  and  the  Home  Mission 
Boards  surpassed  the  previous  year’s 
total. 

In  1983  total  world  hunger  gifts  were 
$5,996,000. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Hoard 
reported  receipts  of  $6,548,901  for  1984, 
while  the  Home  Mission  Board  receiv¬ 
ed  $617,871  for  domestic  hunger. 

The  figures  do  not  reflect  monies 
given  for  hunger  which  were  utilized 
in  local  churches,  associations  and 
state  conventions. 

The  hunger  contributions  represent 
an  overall  increase  of  $1,170,772  or  19.5 
percent  above  the  previous  recordset 
in  1983.  FMB  gifts  increased  $1,142,865 
or  21  percent;  HMB  giving  was  up 
$27,196  or  five  percent.  • 

Record  giving  during  November 
and  December,  the  months  following 


By  David  Wilkinson 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)- 
Re ports  of  questionable  use  of 
funds  by  an  international  hunger 
relief  organization  are  a  “poignant 
reminder”  Christians  should  get 
the  facts  before  responding  to  any 
group’s  appeal  for  money,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  Southern  Baptist  hunger 
specialist. 

Robert  Parham,  director  of 
hunger  concerns  for  the  Christian 
Life  Commission,  said  Christians 
must  act  with  “realistic  compas¬ 
sion”  in  response  to  the  African 
hunger  crisis. 

News  accounts  on  national 
television  and  in  several  daily 
newspapers  have  alleged  Interna¬ 
tional  Christian  Aid,  a  California- 
based  organization,  used 
misleading  advertising  in  its  fund¬ 
raising  appeals  for  Africa  and  lit¬ 
tle  if  any  of  an  estimated  $20 
million  raised  in  recent  months 
has  been  allocated  in  direct  aid  to 
Ethiopia. 

Reports  also  claim  ICA  in  the 
past  fiscal  year  spent  only  41  per¬ 
cent  of  its  solicitations  on  the 


hunger  programs  advertised.  The 
remaining  59  percent  was  spent  on 
promotional  and  administrative 
costs  and  other  activities. 

While  evidence  of  unethical 
behavior  by  hunger  relief  groups 
“certainly  does  not  help  the  cause 
of  hunger  people,”  Parham  noted 
Southern  Baptists  can  take  heart 
in  the  confidence  every  dollar  sent 
to  hunger  relief  funds  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  Foreign  and 
Home  Mission  Boards  is  spent  on 
the  hungry. 

“No  money  is  spent  on  fund¬ 
raising  appeals,’ ”,  Parham  em¬ 
phasized.  “No  money  is  spent  on 
the  administrative  overhead.  No 
money  is  spent  on  other  hidden 
items. 

“With  this  kind  of  program  in 
place,  there  is  no  reason  for  any 
Southern  Baptist  to  be  exploited  by 
flim-flam  artists  who  think  they 
can  make  a  fortune  by  feeding  off 
the  hungry.” 

Wilkinson  writes  for  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Life  Commission. 


Jack  Lyall,  dean  of  Fine  Arts 
at  MC,  dies  of  heart  attack 


the  denomination’s  observance  of 
World  Hunger  Day  in  October,  push¬ 
ed  hunger  funds  at  both  mission 
boards  beyond  the  1983  totals. 

At  the  Foreign  Mission  Board, 
receipts  for  December  alone  surpass¬ 
ed  $2.4  million.  FMB  officials  also  at¬ 
tributed  part  of  the  dramatic  increase 
to  extensive  news  coverage  of  the 
Ethiopian  hunger  crisis  by  the  na¬ 
tional  news  media. 

At  the  Home  Mission  Bohrd,  part  of 
the  increase  in  domestic  hunger  gifts 
resulted  when  a  few  Baptist  state  con¬ 
ventions  during  the  year  implemented 
the  80/20  division  of  undesignated 
hunger  gifts  suggested  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (80  per¬ 
cent  to  overseas  hunger  relief  and  20 
percent  to  domestic  hunger  relief). 


Doing  the  will  of  God  leaves  me  no- 
time  for  disputing  about  his  plans.  — 
George  MacDonald 

There  are  times  when  God  asks 
nothing  of  his  children  except  silence, 
patience,  and  tears.  —  C.  S.  Robinson 


Jack  L.  Lyall,  66,  dean  of  the  Fine 
Arts  Department  at  Mississippi  Col- 
lege,  died  Friday  in  Jackson  follow - 
SSSBBHKM  ing  a  heart  atUck. 

\*^ff  The  native  of 
pK/;  jB  Tonka wa,  Okla.. 

was  a  graduate  of 
cjfc  wfl  Oklahoma  State 

b  University;  and  he 

If'  earned  the  master 

of  arts  and  doctor 
of  education  de- 
HBk  grees  from  Colum- 

Lyall  bia  University. 

At  his  death,  Lyall  was  part-time 
minister  of  music  at  Calvary  Church, 
Jackson,  where  his  funeral  took  place 
Tuesday.  Private  interment  was  at 
Lakewood  Cemetery. 

Other  part-time  minister  of  music 
positions  Lyall  held  included 
Wildwood,  Clinton;  Hillcrest, 
Jackson;  'Griffith  Memorial, 
Jackson;  and  First,  Hattiesburg. 

Lyall  had  planned  to  retire  from 
Mississippi  College  and  Calvary  this 
summer.  A  spokesman  at  the  church 
said  that  he  had  been  invited  to  re¬ 
main  there  as  minister  to  senior 
adults  and  direct  a  senior  adult  choir. 

Lyall  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Marianne  Thomas  Lyall;  four  sons: 
Laurence  H.  Jerry  H.,  Barry  L.  and 
Harry  R.;  two  daughters:  Suzanne 
Parkman  and  Tammy  Marianne 


Brown;  and  15  grandchildren. 

He  was  on  the  executive  committee 
of  the  National  Association  of  Schools 
of  Music. 

Lyall’s  son,  Barry,  will  be  directing 
the  music  this  next  Sunday  at 
Calvary. 


Mrs.  A.  A.  Kitchings 
dies  at  age  93 

Mrs.  Marion  Mudd  Kitchings,  93,  of 
Clinton,  died  Sunday  in  her  home. 
Widow  of  the  late  A.  A.  Kitchings,  Sr., 
a  Mississippi  College  professor  and 
Mississippi  minister,  Mrs.  Kitchings 
was  the  mother  of  Harold  Kitchings, 
executive  director  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Foundation. 

Mrs.  Kitchings,  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton,  had  worked  as  a  ci¬ 
ty  missionary  in  the  District  of  Col¬ 
umbia  and  worked  for  the  executive 
secretary  of  that  convention. 

Survivors  include  three  other  sons : 
Atley  A.  of  Birmingham,  John  of 
Jackson,  and  Ben  of  Long  Beach, 
Miss. ;  a  daughter  Mrs.  Grace  K.  Han¬ 
nah  of  Mission  Viejo,  Calif. ;  16  grand¬ 
children  and  four  greatgrandchildren. 

Funeral  was  set  for  yesterday  with 
Bill  Baker  officiating.  Burial  was  to 
be  in  Clinton  Cemetery. 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Feb.  10  Race  Relations  Sunday  (CAC  Emphasis Y  ‘v  \ 

Feb.  10-16  Focus  on  WMU  (WMU  Emphasis) 

Feb.  11-13  Regional  Long  Range  Planning  Seminar;  Baptist  Building; 
Noon,  llth-Noon.  13th  (CAPM) 
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Scott  dedicates  new 
association  building 


A  February  folktale 


Scott  County  Association  recently  volunteer  mission  program  has  been 
dedicated  a  new  associational  started  through  which  women  serve 
building  at  518  Airport  Road  in  Forest,  in  thejlssociational  office.  Some  work 
Two  hundred  attended  the  open  house  one  day  or  a  half  day  each  week; 
which  followed  the  service.  others  do  specific  long  term  or  short 

Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary,  term  projects. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  Scott  County  Association  was 
delivered  the  dedicatory  address.  organized  in  1900.  In  1949,  Owen  Smith 
The  building  contains  office  space  was  called  as  the  county’s  first 
for  the  director  of  missions,  Holmes  associational  missionary.  Others  who 
Carlisle,  and  for  his  secretary.  It  also  followed  him  in  that  position  were  Roy 
has  a  workroom,  a  library-media  Self,  Taylor  Wallace,  James  Harrell, 
center,  kitchen,  and  conference  area.  H..  V.  Bryant,  and  —  since  1961  — 
Those  on  the  Building. Committee  Holmes  Carlisle, 
included  Courtney  Selvy,  chairman  Associationat  officers  are  Frank 
(who  has  moved  to  Bentonia),  John  Morgan,  moderator;  Charles  Belt, 
Sharp,  Cliff  Brown,  Johnny  Britton,  vice-moderator;  Mrs.  Sue  Thtum, 
Truman  Manning,  Lewis  Wooten,  and  treasurer ;  Mrs.  Odessa  Lee,  clerk  and 
Marvin  Strum.  secretary.  Trustees  are  Fred  Moore, 

Within  the  past  few  months,  a  Tom  S.  Lee,  and  Otis  Woolverton. 


rels  kept  pecking  around  in  the  Sleet- 
packed  leaves,  waiting  for  breakfast. 
They’d  been  enjoying  hand-outs  from 
me  for  three  days.  I  threw  a  lot  of 
bread  crumbs  out  to  them  and  spread 
cracker  crumbs  liberally  on  a  win¬ 
dowsill.  Many  little  wrens,  a  robin 
(anyway,  it  had  a  red  breast),  blue- 
jays,  blackbirds,  one  cardinal,  came 
and  went.  Then  a  red-headed 
woodpecker  clung  to  the  chimney  a 
moment,  beating  its  wings,  waiting 
for  a  bluejay  to  leave  the  windowsill. 
From  the  sill,  it  looked  through  the 
windowpane  at  me.  That  was  the 
closest  I’ve  ever  been"  to  a 
woodpecker’s  red  head,  white  breast 
and  black  back  (it  was  speckled  like 
a  dominecker  hen). 

Seeing  that  woodpecker  reminded 
me  of  a  story  I  read  in  the  Elson 
Reader  when  I  was  in  second  or  third 
grade.  An  old  woman  was  baking 
cakes.  She  wore  a  black  dress,  a  white 
cape,  and  a  little  red  cap.  An  old  man 
came  to  her  door  and  said,  “I’m 
hungry.  Please  give  me  something  to 


Holmes  Carlisle  has  been  director  of 
missions  in  Scott  County  since  1961. 


An  urgent  appeal 

By  Don  Mines 

Last  year’s  commitment  is  to¬ 
day’s  critical  challenge.  A  year  ago 
Mississippi  Baptists  committed 
themselves  to  field  in  April  20 
evangelistic  teams  in  Argentina 
and  15  in  Uruguay. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  and 
the  Baptist  Missions  in  both  Argen¬ 
tina  and  Uruguay  are  strongly  urg¬ 
ing  us  to  complete  this  project. 

At  least  30  more  people  are  need¬ 
ed  for  the  April  15  crusade  in 
Argentina.  Seven  of  these  need  to 
be  preacher/team  leaders. 
Another  34  people  are  needed  for 
the  April  18  campaign  in  Uruguay. 
Eleven  more  preacher/team 
leaders  are  needed  for  this  group. 

Churches  are  urged  to  act  now  to 
encourage  pastors  and  lay  people 
to  be  a  part  of  this  evangelistic 
ministry. 

Contact  either  Paul  Harrell,  or 
Guy  Henderson  at  968-3800. 

Don  Mines  is  a  furloughing  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Argentina,  serving  as 
Mississippi  Partnership  Coor- 


Earl  Kelly  delivers  the  dedication  address  for  the  new  associational  building  at  Forest 


dinator. 


in  Scott  County. 


Danger  stops  trips  to  W.  Beirut 


(Continued  from  page  3)  Ragland  still  lives  in  West  Beirut  but 

missionary  Ben  Weir,  a  friend  of  stays  close  to  the  Beirut  Baptist 
many  of  the  Southern  Baptist  mis-  School  compound  where  he  is  prin- 
sionaries,  has  been  missing  since  cipal.  He  says  this  latest  kidnapping 
May.  American  women  and  children  will  not  affect  his  work  except  to  limit 
have  not  been  victims  of  kidnappings,  his  shopping  for  school  supplies  in 

I5ing  says  he  Pray®d  .  .  Although  news  reports  suggest 
fighting  factions  in  West  Beirut  would  about  l008AmeriCans  remain  in  West 
overlook  University  Baptist  Church.  ^  ^  estimates  onl  a5out 

“We  still  pray  that  prayer  .  .  but  we  to  2Q  are  there  who  are  not  either 

feel  we  also  should  use  the  common  Lebanese  or  married  to 

sense  the  Umi  has  given  us  and  not  ^banese  ^  land  his  wife  and  two 
presume  upon  his  grace,  he  explains.  .  ,  Southern 


Van  intnklp 
(Hjurclj 
JurntBljingi!  & 
p?ui 
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Shady  Grove  Church,  Bogue  Chitto,  recently  broke  ground  Robert  Bryant,  Pearl  McCullough,  Peggie  McCullough,  Charlie 
for  a  new  pastorium.  Walter  McDavid  donated  an  acre  of  land  Seale,  pastor.  Herman  Moak,  Elrae  Hux,  Katherine  Rawls,  Son- 
to  the  church  as  a  site  for  the  pastorium.  Pictured  are  the  dra  Jordan,  Pete  Rawls. 

Building  Committee  members.  Left  to  right:  Bobby  Nelson, 


lexas  prison  invasion 
yields  1,800  professions 


Gore  Springs  Church,  Grenada  Association,  held  its  first  ever  RA  welcoming 
and  recognition  service  Oct.,  1984.  New  Crusaders  were  recognized  by  the  church. 
Receiving  RA  pins,  RA  membership  cards,  and  RA  patches  were  Darren  Hood, 
Jonathan  Blakely,  and  Tyson  Blakely.  The  recognition  service  was  for  members  who 
had  completed  activities  and  requirements.  Chris  Floyd  received  his  Knight  athletic 
patch,  Knight  shield,  and  elective  bar.  Mark  Fielder  and  Chad  Carpenter  received 
their  Page  shields,  page  athletic  patches,  and  elective  bars.  Mark  Floyd  received  his 
Lad  2  pin  and  elective  bar.  These  four  also  received  RA  pins,  membership  cards, 
and  patches.  Leaders  of  the  Gore  Springs  RAs  are  Larry  Blakely,  Freddie  Oswalt, 
and  Mrs.  Jonie  Blakely.  Bernette  Fielder  is  pastor. 


refused  a  request  to  “set 


Baptists 


cells  and  cellblocks  of  lOstate  prisons, _  up"  a  fellow  prisoner  for  assassina- 
six  county  jails,  and  two  juvenile  tion  and  became  a  marked  man 
detention  centers.  himself.  As  the  Christian  inmate  was 

Physician  Kerfoot  Walker,  a  praying,  eyes  closed,  at  the  dinner 
member  of  Green  Acres  Baptist  table,  an  assassin  attempted  to  slash 
Church,  Tyler,  said  the  volunteers,  his  throat 

trusting  God.  went  into  a  frightening  His  prayer  saved  his  life,  said 
atmosphere;  and  “God  showed  the  Bryant,  because  he  had  his  hands 
evidence  of  his  power.”  No  counselors  folded  before  his  face,  and  the  knife 
reported  inmates  so  much  as  being  was  deflected  away  from  his  jugular 
rude  to  them.  Bill  Robinson,  associate  director  of 

The  volunteers  reported  their  own  Prisoners  Bible  Institute,  a  converted 
lives  were  changed  by  their  weekend  former  convict,  said  local  churches 
behind  prison  walls.  They  gained  a  need  to  provide  an  intensive  revival 
new  compassion  for  convicted  felons  follow-up,  including  Bible  study, 
whom  society  has  put  behind  bars  and  Everyone  who  registered  a  decision 
tried  to  forget.  will  be  enrolled  in  a  correspondence 

“The  philosophy  has  been  to  lock  Bible  course,  he  said,  and  church 
’em  up  and  forget  'em,”  said  former  members  will  be  needed  also  to  help 
Texas  Baptist  pastor,  Paul  Carlin,  grade  the  prisoners'  papers, 
president  of  Prisoner’s  Bible  In-  The  impact  of  prison  ministry  has 
stitute,  which  sponsored  the  event  already  been  felt  at  Eastside  Baptist 
with  cooperation  by  Texas  Baptist  Church.  Henderson.  The  800-member 
Men,  Ex-cons  for  Christ,  Prison  church,  which  began  prison 
Fellowship,  and  other  ministries.  evangelism  last  January,  brought 
“But  we  can’t  forget  them  because 

98  percent  of  them  are  coming  back."  _  _ 

said  Carlin.  "How  much  better  to  win  ^ '""'ft''*' 

them  to  Christ  and  have  them  come  Red  Creek  Union  Church,  Jackson 
out  new  people.”  County,  has  called  Richard  Crews  of 

The  volunteers  said  they  won  t  Escatawpa  as  pastor.  Crews  and  his 
forget  the  men  behind  prison  walls,  wife,  Beverly,  have  two  children.  He 
many  of  whom  they  know  now  as  succeeds  William  Moote,  who  died  in 
Christians  brothers-  September  of  1984  of  a  heart  attack, 

They  will  respond  to  the  plea  of  after  over  20  years  as  pastor  of  Red 
Jimmy  Alvarado  who  said,  “I  was  Creek  Union. 

born  again  in  February.  Pray  for  me  *  James  E.  Messer  has  resigned  the 
brawl  over  the  right  to  wash  the  wall  that  I  will  be  able  to  make  it  through  pastorate  of  Kelley  Memorial  Baptist 
was  stopped  only  after  police  entered  the  night.”  Church,  Shreveport,  La.,  effective 

the  church.  Officials  did  not  say  which  Issac  C.  Caperton,  pastor  of  February  10,  to  accept  the  pastorate 
group  of  priests  started  the  fight.  One  Mayfield  Park  Baptist  Church.  San  of  the  Creola,  First  Church,  Creola, 
priest  was  injured  in  the  fracas,  but  Antonio,  will  not  forget  the  eight  men  Ala.  36525.  He  is  a  Mississippian  and 
his  name  and  the  state  of  his  injuries  he  led  to  the  Lord  in  one  afternoon,  formerly  served  pastorates  in  this 
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First  Church,  Winona  recently  had  a  welcoming  ceremony  for  the  Norm  Lytle 
chapter  of  RAs  Left  to  right,  front  row;  Dale  Stewart,  Patrick  Powell,  Graham  Mit¬ 
chell,  and  Jackie  Vance.  Back  row:  Hunter  Huff,  counselor,  Lynn  Welch,  and  Geray 
Sims.  Jerry  Mixon  is  pastor. 


Priests  fight 
in  Bethlehem 


At  a  prfca 

Aiy  Ckardi  Caa  At 


Holloman  is  pastor. 
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A  red  Rep 
RANDY  CARTE 
609  LAMAR  AVENUE 
HATTIESBURG  MISS 
39401 

601  264  1249  _ 


TURN  A  LITTLE  LIGHT 
Am  ON  HOME  MISSIONS! 

j i  : 

Cor 

States — with  the  1985 
'■flip  Home  Mission  Study 

W*"  Books  and  ^teaching  materials 
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Oklahoma  makes  history, 
shares  check  50-50 


The  chill  factor 


By  Craig  Bird 

NASHVILLE,  Ttenn.  (BP)-Since  50-50  with  the  state, 
the  Baptist  General  Convention  of  The  church’s  December  check  to 
Oklahoma  was  in  position  to  make  the  state  for  $140,000,  which  included 
history,  Joe  Ingram  didn’t  waste  any  its  Lottie  Moon  Offering  for  Foreign 
time.  ‘  Missions,  was  $10,000  more  than  it 

Oklahoma  and  the  Florida  Baptist  should  have  been. 

Convention  have  been  the  front  run  “But  instead  of  asking  us  to  refund 
ners  for  the  past  several  years  among  the  $10,000  they  just  said  to  apply  it  to 
state  conventions  which  are  increas-  their  1985  contributions,"  Ingram  said, 
ing  the  percentage  of  their  income  “So  we  immediately  made  plans  to 
they  voluntarily  contribute  to  the  send  $5,000  of  it  to  Nashville.” 
unified  giving  plan  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  the  Cooperative 
Program. 

Last  November  Florida  became  the 
first  state  convention  to  vote  to  divide 
all  undesignated  gifts  it  receives  even¬ 
ly  with  the  national  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  agencies.  Hours  later, 

Oklahoma  became  the  second— and 
so  far  only  other— state  convention  to 
approve  a  50-50  split. 

But  when  1985  opened  for  business, 

Oklahoma  was  the  first  to  actually 
bank  a  contribution  in  Nashville, 

Ttenn.,  for  distribution  to  national  SBC 
agencies. 

Ingram,  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Oklahoma  conven¬ 
tion,  made  arrangements  on  Jan. 

2— the  first  working  day  of  the  new 
year— to  wire  $5,000  directly  to  the 
Nashville  bank  account  for  the  na¬ 
tional  Cooperative  Program. 

“Oklahoma  has  always  mailed  their 
check  to  us  once  a  week,  but  this  is  the 
first  time  they  have  ever  wired  a  con¬ 
tribution  directly  to  the  bank,”  said 
Ada  Ruth  Kelly,  chief  bookkeeper  for 
the  SBC  Executive  Committee  and 
the  person  responsible  for  distributing 
national  Cooperative  Program  gifts  to 
19  national  SBC  agencies. 

Overpayment  by  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Norman,  Okla.,  created  the 
opportunity  for  Ingram  to  make  the 
early  contribution. 

The  church,  where  Lavonne  Brown 
is  pastor,  sends  14  percent  of  its 
receipts  to  the  Oklahoma  convention 
until  its  budget  is  underwritten.  Any 
gifts  over  budget  needs  are  divided 


There  is  a  woman  who  prays 
about  little  things  — 
blessings,  endeavors,  and  loveliness 
that  the  harvest  brings. 


grieving  to  see  another  writhe 
under  false  accusation. 

In  winter  we  have  faith. 

The  Lord  said,  “I  have  need  of  thee." 
As  she  set  about  his  wonderful  work, 
simple  yet  marvelous  to  see, 

Jesus  tugged  her  burden  from  her. 


Then  the  wilds  of  winter 
tucked  her  indoors. 

Her  wistful  eyes,  searching  for  beauty, 
made  barren  tours 
over  tree  limbs  sleeping 
in  whistling  wind;  and  hardly  warm, 
she  thought  she  saw  a  willow  weeping. 
Trouble  shook  her  from  her  normalcy 
and  she  breathed  tribulation, 


I  searched  out  the  back  door, 

far  to.  the  edge  of  the  yard, 

and  the  nandinas  I  cleared  around  before, 

were  fluffed  with  red  berries  bouqueted 

among  silken  green  leaves. 

One  who  balks  to  think  tomorrow 
gratefully  the  moment  receives. 


Violet  Tackett,  McComb 


This  wonderful  peace 


Dear  Jesus,  help  me  with  the  temptations 
That  seem  to  haunt  my  every  move 
Show  me  how  to  let  go  of  everything 
So  my  patience  can  improve. 


God  give  me  eyes  to  see 
Your  heavenly  lights  that  brightly  shine 
And  from  them  let  me  draw  my  strength 
To  do  your  will,  not  mine. 


Lastly,  my  Saviour,  give  me  love 

T»  share,  the  world  around 

And  the  knowledge  of  how  to  relate  to  all 

This  wonderful  peace  in  You  I’ve  found. 


O  Lord,  give  me  understanding 
Not  to  question  your  mysterious  ways, 
Just  to  obey  the  Word  you’ve  given  us 
And  apply  it  day  by  day. 


SUMMER  RETREAT 
FACILITIES 

Foothills  of  Great  Smokies  •  30 
minutes  from  Gatlinburg  •  Cam¬ 
pus  facilities  available  •  Daily 
rates  $17.50  per  person  (lodging 
and  three  meals)  •  Guests  pro¬ 
vide  own  linens/towels  •  It  is  sug¬ 
gested  churches  make  reserva¬ 
tions  early. 


Stephen  Bonner  Williams 
Laurel 


Local  Presbyterian  church 
wins 


fight  with  denomination  to  speak  at 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  A  dispute  presbytery  in  maintaining  the  con-  doacvicw,  AjCiauu 
between  a  Presbyterian  congregation  gregation  as  an  ongoing  unit  within  Lester  a  native  of  Laurel  will 

and  its  mother  church  body  came  to  the  denomination.  speak  in  the  Sunday  morning  worship 

a  close  when  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  After  the  congregation  appealed  service  at  Lakeview  Church  Leland 
let  stand  a  lower  ruling  leaving  the  that  ruling,  the  state’s  high  court  Feb.  17  at  11 

church  property  in  question  under  the  reinstated  the  trial  court  s  order,  ef-  m 

control  of  the  local  church.  fectively  returning  control  over  the  Lester  starred 

In  a  one-line  order  announced  Nov.  property  to  First  Presbyterian  Eb  on  the  bit 

26,  the  high  court  declined  to  review  In  asking  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  television  pro- 

a  May  1984  decision  of  the  court  of  ap-  to  review  the  matter,  the  rsFgram,  “Green 

peals  of  New  York  —  that  state’s  Presbyterian  Church  argued  the  New  .  T  Acres.”  He  also  has 

highest  tribunal  —  that  the  First  York  decision  kept  it  from  replacing  t  \  >/  had  parts  in  shows 

Presbyterian  Church  of  Schenectady,  the  local  church  leadership  and  exer-  » »  f  jsuch  as  “Petticoat 

N.  Y. ,  is  not  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  cising  control  over  church  property  as  »  \  Junction  ”  “Bever- 

of  its  presbytery  or  of  the  provided  in  its  “Book  of  Order,”  the  Lester  ly  Hillbillies,” 

Presbyterian  Church  (U.S. A.)  in  a  denomination’s  controlling  document.  “Marcus  Welby,”  “  Little  House  on  the 
dispute  over  the  congregation’s  The  court’s  interference,  the  pra,,.^”  and  two  Disney  movies, 
property.  denomination  argued  further,  Lester  is  widely  used  as  a  featured 

The  battle  began  in  January  1977  violated  the  free  exercise  of  religion  Speaker  across  the  country,  at  ban- 
when  the  local  membership  voted  guaranteed  in  the  First  Amendment.  qUets  y0utb  conferences  and  rallies, 
334-4  to  sever  relations  with  the  For  its  part,  the  Schenectady  con-  prayer  breakfasts,  singles  retreats! 
denomination  over  doctrinal  dif-  gregation  argued,  the  Presbyterian  revjvaj  crusades  (he  has  spoken  in 
ferences.  Only  days  after  that  action,  denomination  is  not  hierarchical  but  three  Billy  Graham  crusades), 
the  presbytery  of  Albany  appointed  “connectional”  and  “the  power  flows  pastors’ conferences,  evangelism  con- 
an  administrative  commission  to  from  the  people  upward  through  the  ferences  and  other  meetings.  He 
replace  the  local  “session”  on  church  courts  in  contrast  to  an  reiates  to  young  and  old  alike.  He  has 
grounds  that  the  decision  to  sever  episcopal  or  strictly  hierarchical  Spoken  in  over  a  thousand  churches 
relations  “violated  church  law.”  system  where  the  power  flows  from  across  America  since  “Green  Acres" 
Instead  of  appealing  the  the  top  down.”  began  in  1965. 

presbytery’s  action  to  a  higher  church  The  congregation  also  noted  it  was  pau]  Blanchard  is  pastor  at 
tribunal,  the  congregation  took  the  founded  around  1760,  some  38  years  Lakeview 
presbytery  to  court.  After  a  federal  before  the  denomination’s  founding, 
district  court  refused  to  enter  the  that  its  own  incorporation  papers 

case,  First  Presbyterian  sought  and  make  no  mention  of  any  denomina-  Lottie  MoOll  FCDOrt 
received  a  trial  in  a  state  court.  tional  affiliation,  and  that  the 
That  panel  forbade  the  presbytery  denomination’s  Book  of  Ortier  con-  Goss  Church,  Columbia,  exceeded 
from  interfering  with  the  local  unit’s  tained  no  language  requiring  that  pro-  its  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
use  of  the  property.  But  an  appellate  perty  in  dispute  revert  to  the  goal  in  1984,  for  the  third  year  in  a  raw. 
division  of  the  state  supreme  court  denomination.  The  total  given  this  time  was  $4,253.17, 

reversed  the  trial  court  and  granted  - -  which  greatly  surpassed  the  goal  of 

the  denomination's  counterclaim  that  What  you  have  outside  you  counts  $3,500.  This  was  the  largest  mission  of- 
the  local  church  not  be  allowed  to  in-  less  than  what  you  have  inside  you.  —  fering  in  the  church  history,  according 
terfere  with  the  activities  of  the  B.  C.  Forbes  to  Matt  Buckles,  pastor. 


For  More  Information  and  Reservations 


-Write- 


Jackie  Carpenter,  Business  Manager 
Harrison  Chilhowee  Baptist  Academy 
Rt.  5,  Box  1300,  Seymour,  TN  37865 
(615)  573-8321 

Dr.  William  L.  Palmer,  Preaidant 
Chilhowee  is  an  educational  inahfotkm  of 
the  Tennessee  Baptist  ConvbMkm. 
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Devotional 


I  By  Gayle  Alexander 

Luke  10:27 

February  is  the  month  for  celebrating  love  since  Valentine’s  Day  is  in  honor 
of  love. 

Benard  of  Clairvaux,  a  churchman  of  several  centuries  ago,  set  love  in  four 
stages  of  growth.  He  was  convinced  that  the  believer  ex- 
perienees  these  steps  in  his  growth  throughout  life.  Fur 
j»‘  vB  thermore,  he  believed  that  the  maturing  process  of  love  did 

pi not  take  place  automatically,  but  was  achieved  only  through 
I?  JSSNBW  strict  discipline.  In  seeking  to  combine  faith  and  practicali- 
B  c  1  JM  ty  in  daily  living,  we  will  explore  the  first  of  those  stages 
'n  this  devotional.  The  remaining  three  stages  will  be  ex- 
amined  in  the  following  devotionals. 

§|  Love  of  self  for  self’s  sake'  is  the  point  where  each  per- 

B  BH  son  begins  the  pilgrimage  of  growing  in  love.  This  level 

Alexander  begins  in  infancy.  The  world  of  the  infant  is  virtually  a  total¬ 
ly  self-centered  one.  What  parent  has  not  rocked  the  little  one  far  into  the  night 
seeking  to  satisfy  his  needs?  The  baby  could  care  less  whether  or  not  his  cry 
at  3:00  a  m.  disturbs  the  sleep  of  his  father  or  mother.  Seemingly,  he  is  unaware 
of  any  existence  other  than  his  own.  The  one  and  only  thing  that  matters  to 
him  is  getting  his  needs  met.  This  level  of  love  may  be  called  ‘survival’  love, 
and  it  strikes  a  responsive  chord  in  each  of  us. 

The  statement  of  Luke  10:27  is:  "Love  your  neighbor  as  you  love  yourself.” 
Observe  that  the  scripture  did  not  require  one  not  to  love  himself.  Rather  the 
opposite  is  true,  that  is,  one  is  to  love  others  as  he  loves  himself.  The  word 
‘as’  is  a  word  of  comparison,  meaning,  in  like  manner,  or  in  the  same  measure. 
It  is  an  absolute  must  that  one  love  himself  before  he  has  the  capacity  to  love 
another.  One  who  does  not  love  himself  can  never  be  capable  of  loving  another. 

One  will  never  completely  outgrow  ‘the  love  of  self  for  self’s  sake.’  However, 
it  would  be  sad  indeed  for  a  Christian  never  to  grow  beyond  it.  Tb  see  the  world 
of  people  only  in  terms  of  oneself  is  selfish  and  subchristian.  ‘Love  of  self  for 
self’s  sake’  is  the  beginning  point;  but,  just  the  beginning  point.  There  is  so 
much  more  God  wants  us  to  love. 

Gayle  Alexander  is  pastor.  First,  Tupelo. 


S.  A.  (Sonny)  Adkins,  pastor  of  New  Salem  Church,  Columbus,  has 
Newhebron  Church,  Newhebron,  adopted  a  resolution  in  tribute  to  the 
recently  presented  a  certificate  of  or-  life  of  Paul  R.  Keene  Sr.,  who  died 
dination  to  preach  the  gospel  to  Gene  Nov.  28, 1984,  at  the  age  of  48.  He  was 
Douglas.  Gene  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  a  deacon  of  New  Salem  and  had  for 
Mrs.  Eddie  Gene  Douglas  of  Route  1,  the  past  two  years  been  teacher  of 
Newhebron,  and  is  pastor  of  Palestine  single  young  adults.  Thomas  J. 
Church,  Simpson  County.  Ansley,  pastor  at  New  Salem,  reports 

‘  Newhebron  Church  has  recently  or-  that  the  church’s  Single  Adults  Sunday 
dained  two  deacons  —  J.  Henry  Riley  School  class  has  been  named  the  Paul 
on  Oct.  7,  1984,  and  William  Little  on  R.  Keene  Sr.  Class. 

Jan  27  NEW  ORLEANS  -  William  M. 

Hamm  Jr.  of  Shreveport,  La.,  will 
Charlie  Bufkin  was  ordained  to  the  deliver  the  annual  James  H.  Tharp 
gospel  ministry  at  Flora  Church  on  Lectures  at  New  Orleans  Seminary 
Sunday  afternoon,  Jan.  20.  After  Feb.  12-15.  The  Tharp  Lectures  are 
hymns  and  specials  selected  by  given  each  year  by  a  layman  on  the 
Bufkin,  Bryan  Abel  of  Grace  Church,  subject,  ‘‘The  Preacher  from  the 
Vicksburg,  brought  the  ordination  Layman’s  Viewpoint.”  Hamm,  59,  is 
message.  Andy  Hamilton  and  Steve  president  of  Berg  Mechanical,  Inc., 
Jackson  of  Vicksburg  and  Flora  where  he  has  worked  since  1947.  He  is 
brought  the  charges  to  the  candidate  a  member  of  Broadmoor  Baptist 
and  church,  respectively.  A  reception  Church.  The  lectures  will  be  held  at 
honoring  the  Bufkins  was  held  in  the  10  a.m.  each  day  in  the  seminary’s 
fellowship  hall.  Roland  Q,  Leavell  Chapel. 


Virgil  and  Amy  Cooper,  mis-  Tony  and  Karen  Gray,  missionaries 
sionaries  to  Korea,  have  completed  to  Brazil,  have  arrived  on  the  field  to 
furlough  and  returned  to  the  field  ( ad-  begin  language  study  ( address :  Caixa 
dress :  PO.  Box  14,  Pusan  000,  Korea ) .  Postal  1635,  13100  Campinas,  SP, 
Born  in  Water  Valley,  Miss.,  he  also  Brazil).  Born  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  he  con- 
lived  in  Aliceville,  Ala.,  and  siders  Moss  Point,  Miss.,  his 
Vicksburg,  Miss.  She  is  the  former  hometown.  The  former  Karen  Burns, 
Amy  Gunter  of  Andalusia,  Ala.  she  was  born  in  Waynesboro,  Miss. 


Donald  and  Barbara  Ann  Phlegar, 
missionaries  to  Thailand,  have  com¬ 
pleted  furlough  and  returned  to  the 
field  (address:  Box  832,  Bangkok. 
Thailand).  A  Virginian,  he  was  born 
in  Roanoke.  She  is  the  former  Barbara 
Ann  Carley  of  Yazoo  City. 


Billy  and  Gerry  Colston,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Korea,  have  returned  to 
the  field  (address:  yeo  Eui  Do,  P.O. 
Box  165,  Seoul  150,  Korea).  Born  in 
Kosciusko,  Miss.,  he  moved  to  Fayette, 
Ala.,  as  a  teen-ager.  She  is  the  former 
Gerry  Rutland  of  Amite,  La. 


RAs  raise  $27,000  for  goats 


MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (BP)-At  last 
count,  Royal  Ambassadors  from  383 
Southern  Baptist  churches  had  rais¬ 
ed  $27,639.96  to  purchase  goats  for 
needy  Bangladesh  families,  the  result 
of  a  story  in  the  September  1984,  issue 
of  Crusader  magazine. 

Money  for  the  goals  continues  to  ar¬ 
rive  daily  at  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board. 

“Dilip’s  Goat,”  a  story  written  by 
Frances  Tennell  Carter  in  the 
Brotherhood  Commission’s  monthly 
magazine  for  Royal  Ambassadois  in 
grades  1-6,  told  how  missionaries  gave 
goats  to  families  who  could  not  afford 
them  to  provide  them  with  milk.  It 
focused  on  the  excitement  of  the 
young  boy  named  Dilip  whose  family 
had  received  a  goat. 

When  asked  why  anyone  would  give 
them  a  goat,  Dilip’s  poverty-stricken 
family  was  told  by  missionaries :  “It 
is  because  God  loves  you  and  he  wants 
others  and  us  to  help  you.” 


The  story  concluded  with  a  state¬ 
ment  that  $13  would  buy  one  goat  for 
one  family.  Royal  Ambassadors  were 
invited  to  send  their  contributions  to 
buy  goats  to  World  Relief  in  care  of 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

At  that  price,  Royal  Ambassadors 
had  purchased  a  herd  equal  to  2,126 
bleating  billies  and  nannies.  More  im¬ 
portantly,  that  same  number  of  poor 
families  have  been  given  hope 
through  the  caring  of  boys  involved  in 
missions. 

In  letters  to  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  which  accompanied  the  money 
;r>nated  for  the  goat  purchases,  many 
Royal  Ambassadors  personally  sign¬ 
ed  their  names,  ranging  from  the 
printed  scrawl  of  early  graders  to 
more  practiced  penmanship  of  older 
Crusaders. 

Many  youngsters  requested  the 
names  of  families  receiving  goats  so 
they  might  correspond  with  them,  and 
there  were  numerous  requests  for 


photographs  of  the  goats. 

The  most  common  means  of  raising 
money  was  through  the  collection  of 
aluminum  cans.  Other  groups  made 
rice  banks  and  placed  them  on  tables 
for  donations  during  Wednesday  night 
church  suppers.  One  enterprising  RA 
chapter  sold  hot  dogs  to  choir 
members  between  Sunday  afternoon 
rehearsals  and  church  training. 

There  were  bake  sales,  newspaper 
collection  drives,  special  suppers  and 
added  chores  for  a  price  at  home— 
anything  to  raise  money  to  help  buy 
goats.  One  lad  from  Clarksville,  Tenn., 
gave  the  money  he  had  received  from 
the  tooth  fairy. 

“Dilip’s  Goat,”  a  simple  story  about 
a  boy  and  his  needy  family  and  their 
happiness  from  the  gift  of  a  goat 
prompted  thousands  of  Crusader 
Royal  Ambassadors  to  do  more  than 
recite  their  motto.  “Help  others  in 
Jesus’  name.”  They  lived  it. 


Why  are  we  giving  away  these 
nationally  advertised 
SWIFT-660 /F  Autocast  f 
Spinning  Reels  lhvf 

for  only  $4? 

Hard  to  believe ,  but  true.  |B//| ■  ' 


As  part  of  its  Anniversary  Publicity  Campaign, 
the  giant  New  York  outfitting  firm  of  Abernathy 
&  Closther  will  distribute  one  million  ( 1 ,000,000) 
of  its  most  expensive  spinning  reels — the 
famous  SWIFT-660/  F  Autocast  Spinning 
Reel — for  the  astonishing  “Anniversary  Price” 
of  only  $4  each  to  the  first  one  million  persons 
who  write  to  the  company  address  (below) 
before  Midnight,  Feb.  25,  1985. 

This  original  Anniversary  Ad  must 

accompany  your  request.  Copies  or 
photostats  are  not  acceptable. 

These  are  the  same  famous  SWIFT-660/  F 
Autocast  Spinning  Reels  nationally  advertised 
in  leading  media.  They  give  you  fast  “thumbs- 
off"  (one-handed)  casting,  over  longer  distances 
than  you  ever  dreamed  possible.  And  you  can 
cast  even  light  baits  without  backlash. 

Compatible  with  virtually  every  plug  or  lure, 
the  new  high-speed  gear  ratio  gives  you  fast 
“pop”-action,  yet  is  powerful  enough  to  reel  in 
fish  without  “pumping”. 

The  new  open-face  design  (and  desirable 
skirted  spool)  eliminates  friction  and  prevents 
tangles.  The  anti-reverse  is  “whisper”  silent. 
And  the  Microdisc  Surge-Free  Drag  System 
won't  let  your  fish  run  away. 

Not  only  the  most  expensive,  but  also  the 
fastest  selling  spinning  reel  ever  sold  by  this 
multi-million  dollar  New  York  firm,  it  is  ideal 
for  both  trolling  and  casting  in  both  salt  and 
fresh  water.  Precision  crafted  of  newest  space- 
age  materials,  it  is  built  to  last.  Yet,  unbeliev¬ 
ably,  it  weighs  just  7  ounces,  making  it  the 
perfect  reel  for  your  ultra-light  rig. 


These  famous  SWIFT-660/ F 
Autocast  Spinning  Reels  will  not  ^^B 
be  sold  at  this  price  by  the  company 
in  any  store.  To  obtain  one  at  this 
special  Anniversary  Price,  mail  this  ^^B^ 
original  printed  ad  to  the  company  ||||||| 
before  Midnight,  Feb.  25,  1985. 

Each  reel  is  covered  by  a  full  one-year 
money-back  guarantee  and  will  thus  be 
replaced  or  refunded  by  the  company,  free  of 
charge,  if  it  ever  fails  to  function.  There  is  a 
limit  of  tw/)  (2)  reels  per  address  at  this  price, 
but  requests  which  are  mailed  early  enough 
(before  Feb.  17)  may  request  up  to  five. 

To  obtain  your  SWIFT-660/  F  Autocast  Spin¬ 
ning  Reel,  mail  this  original  Anniversary  Ad 
together  with  your  name  and  address  and  $4 
for  each  reel.  Add  only  $2  shipping  and 
handling  no  matter  how  many  reels  you  are 
requesting.  (New  York  residents  add  sales  tax.) 
Allow  up  to  6-8  weeks  for  shipment.  Mail  to: 
Abernathy  &  Closther,  $4  Spinning  Reel 
Offer,  Dept.  137-12,  Box  1736,  Hicksgrille,  New 
York  11802.  (A25160) 


FREE  BONDS:  We  will  also  wind  250  feet' 
of  our  special  6-Ib-test  monofilament  line, 
onto  your  reel,  free  of  charge,  if  your 
request  is  mailed  before  Feb.  17. 


'  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Herman  L.  Johnson 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  C.  D.  Simpson 
Vaiden  Baptist  Church 
Katherine  W  Melton 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Dennis  K  Dean 
Mr.  Harold  J.  Hewitt 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harmon  Alley 
Miss  Mary  Frances  Wyatt 
Mrs.  Hitt 

Mrs.  V.  B.  Montgomery 
Mrs.  Mamie  Hitt 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  S.  Swayze 
Mrs.  Willie  H.  Smith 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  D.  Rose,  Jr. 

Mrs.  J.  T.  (Katherine)  Holland 
Brooke  Ferris.  Jr. 


•Mrs;  W.fl  Fietcljer,  Sr.-* 
Virginia  Van  Cleve 
Mr.  k  Mrs  Ronald  &  Carlyle 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Bush 
Frances  B.  Dombusch 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Douglas  Card 
Keen  Agers,  Indianola 
Mr.  Robert  Earl  Givens 
Mr.  &  Mrs  H  B.  Terry 
Dr.  k  Mrs.  Clyde  A.  Watkins 
Mrs.  Kathryn  Jones 
Mr.  &  Mrs  Pat  H.  Shivers 
Mr.  Jake  Goetyman 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  K.  Orso,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Carol  Ann  Goldman 


Forest  Baptist  Church  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Thomas  Shelton 

Mr.  T.  K.  Long  Mrs.  Harvey  Hedgepeth,  Sr. 

Forest  Ladies  Golf  Association  Rev.  B.  L.  Motion 
Mr.  Hardy  Lundy  Mis.  C.  M.  Day 

Kate  Fermenter  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sidney  Pitts 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  P.  Watson,  Jr.  Rev.  k  Mrs.  Charles  Moody 
Mr.  Howard  Luter  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Donnie  Bennett 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edgar  E.  Ward  Miss  Cecile  Moore 
Mr.  Houston  Malone  Roberta  G.  McAnally 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Gene  Holliman  Mr.  k  Mrs.  George  P.  Watson,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Grace  Hankins  Jimmy  Moore 

Mr.  Wilkin  Mangum  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 

Billy  M.  Sherman  Family  Mrs.  Gertha  Morehead 

Mr  Robert  E,  Marchetti  Farris  &  Joy  Childs 

Jean  Graven  Mr  &  Mrs.  T.  VV.  Hendrix 


FROM 

®AptUt  ‘Village 

V.  O.  Box  11308  Jackson,  MS  39213 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 
December  26 


January  25 


Mr.  &  Mrs  Alton  Neal 


Mrs  G.  L  Hales 


Mr.  lxniie  Morris 


Mr.  J.  L.  Klaus,  Jr. 


Miss  Annie  Grace ' 

Ladies  Sunday  School,  Cascilla 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Pate  Brown,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Graham  .- 

Mr  &  Mrs  J.  E.  Wilson,  Jr. 

David  Graves 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Neal 
Mrs.  L.  T.  Greer 
Mr  &  Mrs  T  W  West 
Mrs.  Lizzie  Grice 
,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roy  McAlum 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  T.  Ballard 
Mrs.  Sam  A.  Peeples 
Mrs.  Carroll  Griffin 
Mrs.  Russell  Hudson 
Mr  Philip  C.  Hahn 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  W.  Gaither 
First  Baptist  Church.  Magee 
Annie  Laura  Hale  Mr  &  Mrs.  J.  L.  Long 

Mr  &  Mrs  James  H  Hale'  Mr  Prentiss  Hutto 
Ila  Hale  *  Mr  &  Mrs.  Glen  Jones 

Mr  &  Mrs.  James  H  Hale  Stan  Jones 

Mrs.  Jerry  L.  Hale  Hazel  H  Jones 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Clyde  A.  Watkins  Mabel  Ingram 
Mrs.  Lillie  Hambry  Connie  Sanford 

"  TELL  Sunday  School,  Charleston  Mother  of  Dick  Interbitzen 
W.  S.  "Red"  Hanock  Claudine  Davis  &  Sue  Re 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  G.  Clark  Mrs.  Ella  B.  May 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tbmmy  Hancock  Mrs.  C.  W.  Jackson 
Mr.  &  Mrs  Jesse  Martin  Mrs  Troy  Sandifer 

Mrs.  Hazel  Harrelson  Mrs.  Marie  James 

Mr  &  Mrs  Arnold  Gulledge  Bobby  k  Myrtilla  Kirk 

Yale  Street  Baptist  Church  Mr.  Turner  Jewell 
Bobby  Harrison  Miss  Bessie  Weaver 

W.  P.  Skelton  Frank  Ivy  &  Mary  Lack* 

John  F.  Hart  Mrs.  W.  C.  Jinkins 

Officers  and  Directors  of  First  Mr  k  Mrs.  J.  C.  Mauldin 
National  Bank.  Jackson  Mr.  Dalton  Johnson 
Norris  Lee  Harvey  Mr  &  Mrs  Donnie  Benm 

Mr  k  Mrs  Jimmy  W  Hardy  Mrs.  Rosalind  Johnson 
Cola  June  Hatheway  Jean  Graves 

Dr.  E.  R.  Pinson  James  Luther  Johnston 

Mrs.  Emma  Hawkins  Mr  k  Mrs  Leroy  Peeple 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 


Mrs.  Dell  O.  Busick 


Mr.  k  Mrs  E  E.  Randle 
Mrs.  Mattie  H.  Martin 
E  N.  Ross,  Jr.  •  J. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gra<}y  Draper 
Mr  &  Mrs!  A  M  Edwards 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Billy  Maxwell 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Allen  Edwards 
Mrs.  Bonnie  Matthews 
Joy  Sunday  School.  Greenville 
Mother  of  Harvie  McClure 
William  Carey  College,  Gulfport  Kenneth  F.  Neal 
Mabel  Brister  McCormick 
Linda  N  Pickron 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Quinnie  McCormick 
Miss  Carol  Brumby 
J.  L.  McDivett  , 

Frances  D.  McMaster 
Mrs.  Mamie  McDonald 
Bertha  L.  Newcomb 
Mrs.  Lucy  McGraw 
Holly  Retired  Homemakers  Club. 

'' —  Centreville 
Henry  &  Ruth  Glaze 
Beth  G.  Cupstid 
Mother  McGregor 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  W  Penn 
Mrs.  Adele  McIntosh 
E  E.  Hopkins 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Lee  R.  Wiggington 
Dr.  Thomas  R.  McKibbens 
Mr.  &  Mrs  E.  L  Culpepper 
Mr.  Jimmy  McKinley 
Mr  k  Mrs  Thomas  E  Parker 
Mrs.  Willie  D.  McLain 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  T.  Scott  McCay 
Mrs.  Ola  McLaurin 
Mrs.  William  C.  Warner 
Harold  McMahan 
Joe  Bunch  Family 
Harol  O.  McMahon 
Mr  Joyce  Cox,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Anni^McNral 
Mr  &  Mrk.  Fred  Blackledge 
Darrell  McPhail 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  TYueit  Helms 
Mrs.  Martha  ’Dicker  Mergler 
Mrs  George  B.  Wilkie 
Mr.  Miller 

Mr  4  Mrs.  Eddie  L.  Wade  4  Mr.  4  Mrs  Euree  J.  Grantham 
Family  Mrs.  Lorene  Smith  Miller 

poii  Keen  Mr  4  Mrs.  Raymond  L.  Craig,  Jr 

Mrs  Andren  Morson  Mrs.  O.  C.  "Christine”  Miller 

aul  Keene  Mr  &  Mrs  Carter  G  Haines 

Mr  4  Mrs  Gurlie  S.  Malone  TEL  Sunday  School.  Louisville 
Ire.  Pearl  Kemp  Mrs.  Roy  Miller 

Mr  4  Mrs.  Frank  Jones  Mr  4  Mrs  Paul  D  Allen 

lother  or  Mr.  Henry  M.  Kendall  Rev.  Herman  A.  Milner 
Mr  Henrv  M  Kendall  Bill  4  Inez  Weems 


Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopeful¬ 


ly  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Alma  B  Chambers 


Mrs.  Mary  Anita  Andrews 


Rev.  4  Mrs.  Chandler 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Donnie  Bennett 
Sharon  Coats 
James  4  Mary  Duke 
Earl  Cochran 
Mrs.  Alyce  R.  Clark 
Mr.  H.  T.  Cochran 
Mr.  Ernest  A.  Currey,  Jr. 

Mr.  4  Mrs  Maurice  Brown 
Mr  4  Mrs.  E.  A.  Currey,  Sr 
Don  V.  Schilling 
Carol  Ann  Coleman 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  C.  D.  Simpson 
Mr.  Gary  Combs 
Bob  4  Jude  Stephenson 
Nellie  Commander 
Wayne  4  Melba  Smith 
Mr.  Warren  Cook 
Mrs.  Russell  Bush.  Jr. 

Miss  Leanne  Cotton 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  C.  F.  Jackson 
Mrs.  Anna  B.  Holliman 
Brooke  Ferris,  Jr. 

Porter  Crotts 
Jimmy  4  Judy  Pryor 
Joseph  Shannon  Crow 
Mr.  E.  W.  Permenter 
Mrs.  Ola  Crowell 
TEL  Sunday  School.  Louisville 
Mrs.  Vivian  Crowder 
Louise  Skelton 
Mr.  4  Mrs  L.  F.  Brown 
Harry  E.  Cupstid 
Beth  G.  Cupstid 
Magdalena  Daculi 
First  Baptist  Church,  Bude 
Mr.  James  Ray  Daniel 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Clifton  Mobley 
Mrs.  I  eon  a  Darby 
Fidelis  Sunday  School,  Vicksburg 
Milton  Daughdrill 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Clifton  Mobley 
Mrs.  Annie  M.  Davis 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Frank  H.  Jones 


Mary  Elizabeth  Hodges 
Miss  Luna  Austin 
Mrs  Willie  H.  Smith 
Roy  H.  Baker 
Mrs.  R.  H.  Baker 
Russ  Barefield 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Sanford  McNemar 
Brother  of  Mrs.  John  Beall 
Mr.  4  Mrs  George  Fettey 
Sister  of  Mrs.  John  Beall 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  George  Fettey 
Mr.  Oben  Beasley 
Mrs.  Russell  Bush,  Jr. 

Geraldine  Beavers 
Joyce  Kaplan 

Mrs.  Geraldine  Lackey  Beavers 
Miss  Mable  Y  Gaston 
Johnny  M.  Fox 
Mrs.  W.  T.  Beavers 
Mr  4  Mrs  Rex  Walls 
Mr.  Elbert  Bell 
Mr  4  Mrs  James  Kidd 
Lola  Bell 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Wade  C.  Donnell 
Mrs.  Mildred  Bell 
Mr  4  Mrs.  John  T.  Keeton.  Jr 
Herman  Bingham 
Mrs.  Mary  Gainey 
Pattie  Bizzell 
W  P  Skelton 
Mr.  Robert  Izene  Blanton 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  R.  L.  Hollimon 
Mr  4  Mrs  L.  B.  Loyd 
Mr.  I.  V.  Boone 
Georgia  Loe 
Mr.  Charles  C.  Bowie 
Mr  4  Mrs  T  S.  Barth 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Charles  M.  Gibbons 
Mr  4  Mrs  Gene  B.  Eason 
1  Barth  4  Associates,  Inc. 

Mr  4  Mrs  F.  L.  Cooper,  Jr. 

Mr.  Lenard  Bowlin 
Mr.  4  Mrs  R  B.  Ball 


Mrs.  Madge  Everett 


Mrs.  Eugenia  Farrington 


Mrs  Aline  H.  Dean 
Mr.  Earl  Parish 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Stephenson 
Nita  Fears 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  B.  F  Williams 
Mrs.  Madelaine  Ferrell 
Mrs  Mary  W  Colbert 
Mrs.  C.  W.  (Marcelle)  Fewell 
Mary  B.  Weeks 

Faith  Sunday  School,  Meridian 
Mrs.  Charles  Fitzhugh 
Crosby  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Jimmy  Randall 
Mr  4  Mrs  Billy  C  Walker 
Eric  Flannagan 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Allen 
Mrs.  Sam  A.  Peeples 
Mrs.  Lawrence  Flannagan 
Mrs.  Sam  A.  Peeples 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Allen 
James  Herman  Fortenberry 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Dolan  Fleming 
Mrs.  Mattie  Franklin 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Lyle  Corey 
Mrs.  V.  Rose 
Mrs.  Clayton  E.  Blain 
Mr.  Millard  Frazier 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Donnie  Bennett 
Eunice  Fulford 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Pat  Brocks 
Justin  Robert  Furniss 
Rena  Lara  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  L.  P.  (Vera)  Gaddis 
Mrs.  Dora  Lee  Manning 
Truman  Manning 
Mrs.  Gladys  Winstead 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  KJlie  Mae  Jones  Garey 
Juel  Griffin.  Jr. 

Mrs.  Hal  A.  Gilliam 
Helen  4  Mike  Lammons 


Mr  4  Mrs  J.  C.  Stennett 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Pete  McCraw 
Mrs.  Caleb  Dortch 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Justin  Lamar  Cox 
Mr  4  Mrs  W  M  Childress 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Dan  McCullen 
M.  C.  Fortenberry 
Mrs.  Lester  Bear 
Mrs.  Norman  Moody 
Mrs.  Will  V.  Westbrook 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Ray  R.  Cannada 
Mrs.  Robert  Bums 
Mr  Robert  Bums.  Jr 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Ross  Barnett.  Jr 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Lester  Spell,  Sr 
Mr.  Thomas  Martin  Hederman.  Jr. 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Joe  Jack  Hurst 
Miss  Luella  Varna  do 
Mrs.  Lee  D.  Hall 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Bob  McCullough 
Dr  4  Mrs.  M.  M  Fortenberry 
Mr.  Charles  L.  Craft 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Harmon  Alley 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  O.  Eastland 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Frank  B.  Hutton 
Mrs  E.  L.  Harang 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Bruce  E.  Campbell. 


This  listing 
will  be 
continued 


Thanks  from 
the  Village 


Our  executive  director,  Paul  N.  Nun¬ 
nery,  the  entire  Village  staff  and  par¬ 
ticularly,  dependent  and  needy 
children,  thank  all  the  churches, 
groups  and  individuals  who 
reitiember  The  Baptist  Children’s 
Village  during  the  year  in  prayer  and 
in  tangible  gifts.  The  holiday  season 
was  a  very  good  one  because  of  your 
response  to  our  request  for  help. 


Mrs.  James  M.  Ward 
L.  H.  Fulcher 
Miss  Martha  Sheffield 
Mr  4  Mrs  George  W.  Shannon 
Mr.  Thomas  Martin  Hederman.  Jr. 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  A.  H  Barber 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Upton 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Billy  Skelton 
J.  W  Campbell 
Mr.  4  Mrs  D.  A  Swayze 
Pat  Jeffreys 
John  R.  Enochs 
^MrtlWrTEM-Beaird 
Charlotte  B.  Charles  1 
Mr.  Joe  Hennington 
Ann  Sutherland 
Joseph  Herring 
Mrs.  AJ  J.  Ferguson 
Mr.  Joseph  F.  Herring 
Rev  4  Mrs.  John  A.  Wade 
Mrs  Brock  A.  Craft 
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Sight  for  the  blind 


•  Life  and  Work:  Sight  for  the  blind 

•  Bible  Book:  The  Great  Sermon 

•  Uniform:  The  Shepherd  of  Life 


The  Shepherd  of  Life 


This  is  the  only  miracle  in  the 
gospels  in  which  the  sufferer  is  said 
to  have  been  afflicted  from  his  birth. 
There  may  have  been  others,  but  this 
is  the  only  one  reported.  Since  chapter 
8  concluded  with  a  reference  to  Jesus’ 
departure  from  the  temple,  9:1  may 
imply  that  in  so  doing  he  passed  by 
one  of  the  gates  where  the  afflicted 
were  accustomed  to  beg,  and  here- was 
the  man  blind  from  birth. 

When  they  saw  him,  the  disciples 
used  the  opportunity  to  put  to  Jesus 
a  problem  which  is  still  a  problem; 
that  all  suffering  in  the  world  was 
related  in  some  way  to  sin.  As  to  the 
source  of  the  sin  which  resulted  in  the 
evil,  they  thought  in  terms  of  three 
categories:  (1)  the  sin  of  Adam,  (2) 
the  sin  of  the  parents,  (3)  the  sin  of  the 
individual.  So  they  asked  Jesus  a 
question.  , 

•  “This  man,”  they  said,  “is  blind.  Is 
his  blindness  due  to  his  own  sin,  or  to 
the  sin  of  his  parents”  ( v.2)  ?  The  book 
of  Job  should  have  already  answered- 
this  false  idea,  but  it  persists  even  to¬ 
day.  Sickness  may  be  caused  by  some 
specific  sin,  but  not  necessarily  so.  Of 
course,  all  sickness  generally  is 
related  to  the  evil  principle  at  work  in 
the  universe.  But  specifics  have  to  be 
decided  on  the  merits  of  each  case. 

The  disciples,  thinking  that  either 
this  man's  sin  or  that  of  his  parents 
was  responsible  for  this  blindness, 
wanted  to  know  which.  It  could  have 
been  due  to  the  sin  of  his  parents,  but 
a  prenatal  sin  is  ridiculous. 

In  reply  Jesus  brushed  aside  both 
alternatives.  “It  was  neither  that  this 
man  sinned,  nor  his  parents”  (v.  3a). 
But  what  else  did  he  say?  According 
to  the  English  translation  he  said, 
“but  it  was  in  order  that  the  works  of 
God  might  be  displayed  in  him”  (v 
3b ) .  This  says  that  the  man  was  born 
blind  in  order  that  God's  work  of  heal¬ 
ing  might  be  worked  upon  him. 
However,  this  poses  another  problem. 
pidjSod.  permit  this  man  to  be.botm 
blind  solely  for  the  purpose  that  on 
this  occasion  he  might  get  glory  out 
of  his  healing?  That  seems  to  be  the 
thought  of  some  interpreters.  But  this 
seems  contrary  to-the  very  nature  of 
God. 

It  may  be  a  matter  of  punctuation. 
Originally  the  Greek  text  had  no  punc¬ 
tuation  except  question  marks.  So 
otherwise  the  punctuation  as  we  have 
kit  is  not  inspired.  This  was  added  later. 
And  the  one  adding  it  did  so  according 
to  his  own  interpretation  of  the  mean¬ 
ing.  So,  let’s  restate  it.  “It  was  neither 
that  this  man  sinned,  nor  his  parents.” 
Note  the  period  instead  of  a  colon. 
Jesus  emphatically  denied  that  this 
blindness  was  caused  by  either.  And 
then  he  continued.  “But  in  order  that 
the  works  of  God  might  be  displayed 
in  him  we  must  work  the  works  of  him 
who  sent  me  as  long  as  it  is  day."  G. 
Campbell  Morgan  makes  this  transla¬ 
tion,  as  does  Herschel  Hobbs. 

The  disciples  were  interested  in  how 
the  man  came  to  be  in  that  condition. 
Jesus  was  interested  in  what  they 
could  do  to  get  the  man  out  of  the  con- 


By  James  F.  Yates 
John  9:1-3,  5-7,  35-41 
dition.  In  being  healed  of  his  unex¬ 
plainable  blindness,  he  would  become 
an  example  of  God’s  mercy  rather 
than  of  his  wrath.  . 

Having  said  this,  Jesus  mixed  spit¬ 
tle  with  clay  and  smeared  it  on  the 
eyes  of  the  blind  man.  There  are  two 
miracles  in  which  Jesus  is  said  to 
have  used  spittle  to  effect  a  cure.  The 
other  is  the  miracle  of  the  deaf  stam¬ 
merer  in  Mark  7.  Both  clay  and  spit¬ 
tle  were  used  in  medicinal  ways  in 
that  day.  Jesus  used  them  apparent¬ 
ly  to  focus  the  man’s  attention  on  the 
fact  that  he  was  going  to  do  something 
to  help  his  eyes. 

Having  placed  the  clay  on  the  man’s 
eyes,  Jesus  told  him  to  go  to  the  pool 
of  Siloam  and  wash  them.  There  was 
no  healing  in  the  water  as  there  was 
none  in  the  spittle.  But  Jesus’  instruc¬ 
tions  was  intended  as  a  test  of  the 
man’s  faith  He  did  as  Jesus  said,  “and 
came  seeing”  (v.  7). 

The  man,  in  gaining  the  one  thing 
he  needed  most,  seemed  to  have  lost 
everything  else  as  a  result.  Gone  was 
his  vocation  as  a  professional  beggar. 
His  neighbors  were  confused,  his 
parents  were  intimidated,  and  his 
leaders  were  enraged.  He  was  not 
welcome  at  work,  home,  or 


The  Great  Sermon 


By  Bill  R.  Baker 
Luke  6:12-49 


Chapter  six  in  the  book  of  Luke 
presents  an  abbreviation  of  the  Ser¬ 
mon  on  the  Mount  recorded  in  Mat¬ 
thew  5-7.  The  word  “beatitude”  comes 
from  the  Latin  word  meaning  “bless¬ 
ed,"  and  the  word  translated  “bless¬ 
ed”  is  also  translated  “happy”  in 
other  places  in  the  New  Testament. 
However,  since  the  English  word  hap — 
pinsss  comes  frftm  the  root  “hap”, 
meaning  “chance,”  it  does  not  seem 
to  really  fit  the  beatitudes. 

Jesus  is  not  speaking  of  happiness 
that, depends  upon  chance,  but  he 
speaks  of  blessedness  that  depends 
upon  his  presence  in  the  believer.  True 
happiness,  or  blessedness,  has  its 
beginning  on  the  inside  of  a  person, 
not  on  the  outside.  What  does  it  take 
td bring  happiness?  If  the  answer  to 
that  question  is  something  on  the  out¬ 
side,  one  needs  a  better  understand¬ 
ing  of  happiness  as  taught  in  the  Ser¬ 
mon  on  the  Mount. 

The  Kingdom  Citizen  should  be  in 
the  attitude  of  the  beatitudes.  Attitude 
of  poverty  in  spirit  <v.  20).  The  poor 
in  spirit  realize  they  have  no  spiritual 
assets.  They  have  received  their 
riches  from  Jesus  Christ,  that  is,  they 
have  received  the  Kingdom  of  God.  A 
Kingdom  Citizen  is  happy  or  blessed 
not  because  of  riches  but  because  of 
Jesus  Christ  —  his  presence  and  rule 
within  which  is  the  Kingdom. 

Attitude  of  hunger  for  righteousness 
(v.  21).  The  Kingdom  Citizen  hungers 
but  he  hungers  for  righteousness.  The 


By  W.  Levon  Moore 
John  10:1-16 


synagogue. 

Hearing  of  his  plight,  Jesus  took  the 
initiative  and  sought  him  out,  and  ask¬ 
ed  him,  “Do  you  believe  in  the  Son  of 
Man”  (v.  35)?  The  man  did  not  know 
of  whom  Jesus  spoke,  but  when  Jesus 
identified  himself,  the  man  said, 
“Lord,  I  believe”  (v.  38).  “And  he  wor¬ 
shiped  him”  (v.  38). 

The  drama  concludes  with  a  com¬ 
mentary  by  Jesus  on  the  significance 
of  what  happened.  His  coming  into  the 
world  was  primarily  for  redemption, 
but  it  inevitably  meant  judgment 
also;  it  was  judgment  in  relation  to 
man’s  response  to  God’s  offer  of  love. 
“That  those  who  do  not  see  may  see” 
(v.  39)  speaks  of  those  who  come  into 
the  full  light  of  God’s  redemption  in 
Christ.  ‘That  those  who  see  may 
become  blind”  (v.  39)  speaks  of  those 
who  thought  they  had  everything,  but 
they  lacked  the  one  thing  that  was 
essential  —  a  faith  acceptance  of 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  one  sent  from  God. 
The  light  only  made  them  blinder.  The 
same  glaring  light  which  illumines 
the  road  for  one  traveler  blinds 
another  so  he  cannot  see  the  road.  It 
depends  on  the  direction  one  chooses 
to  travel. 

Yates  is  pastor.  First,  Yazoo  City. 


most  important  thing  in  the  world  for 
the  non-Christian  is  satisfying  all 
desires.  For  the  Kingdom  Citizen,  the 
most  important  consideration  is  the 
one  who  grants  his  desires  rather  than 
the  desires  themselves. 

Attitude  of  weeping  <v.  21). 
Whatever  brings  laughter  or  tears  will 
serve  as  an  excellent  index  to  a  per¬ 
son’s  nature.  There  is  weeping  in  the 
Kingdom  of  God;  however,  weeping  is 
always  followed  by  laughter.  In  the 
world  this  order  is  reversed ;  weeping 
follows  laughter.  There  is  a  different 
order  for  all  things  in  the  Kingdom  of 
God. 

Attitude  of  rejoicing  when  hated  (v. 
22).  Kingdom  Citizens  are  hated  by 
the  world  because  of  the  name  they 
bear  (Christian),  the  witness  they 
share,  and  the  threat  they  convey. 
What  happened  to  Jesus  Christ  will 
also  happen  to  the  one  who  bears  his 
name  (John  15:18-20). 

Attitude  of  peacemaker  (vs.  27-29). 
The  Kingdom  Citizen  qualifies  as  a 
peacemaker  because  he  is  at  peace 
with  God.  There  are  five  responses 
that  surface  from  the  heart  of  a 
peacemaker:  First,  love  (v.  27);  se¬ 
cond,  goodness  (v  27) ;  third,  desire  to 
be  a  blessing  (v.  28);  fourth,  prayer 
(v.  28) ;  and  five,  restrained  retaliation 
(v.  29).  These  principles  promote 
peace. 

Attitude  of  mercy  (v.  36).  It  is  the 
nature  of  God  to  be  merciful  (’’your 


The  imagery  of  a  shepherd  was  a 
vivid  concept  in  the  minds  of  those 
Palestinians  who  lived  in  Jesus’  day. 
Sheep-herding  was  a  common  oc¬ 
cupation,  and  provided  for  many 
families  their  clothing,  food,  and  other 
daily  necessities.  The  work  of  the 
shepherd  was  a  demanding  vocation, 
requiring  specialized  skills,  vast 
amounts  of  time  and  extreme  pa¬ 
tience.  The  shepherd  provided  for  his 
flock  safety,  sustenance,  sacrifice  and 
security.  When  Jesus  said  to  his 
hearers,  “I  am  the  good  shepherd,”  he 
implied  that  all  these  things  were  pro¬ 
vided  for  his  spiritual  flock.  Note  the 
symbolism  in  these  areas,  implied  in 
Jesus’  parable  found  in  today’s  scrip¬ 
ture  passage. 

I.  Safety 

Jesus  declared,  “I  am  the  door  of 
the  sheep”  (vs.  7, 9).  Just  as  a  door  in 
today’s  culture  provides  entrance  and 
safety,  even  so  in  the  days  of  Jesus’ 
life  on  earth  the  door  offered  safety, 
lb  the  modern  western  mind,  the  idea 
of  a  door  carries  the  concept  of  a  large 
wooden  object  hanging  upright  on 
hinges  to  provide  a  barrier  over  an 
opening  in  a  wall.  In  the  Mid-East  of 
nearly  twenty  centuries  ago,  the  word 
door  carried  no  such  concept  to  the 
rural  Palestinian  mind 

When  the  sheep  were  brought  into 
the  corral  (or  sheepfold)  at  night,  they 
came  through  an  opening  into  a  space 
surrounded  by  a  low  wall  made  of 
rocks  or  dirt.  After  all  .the  sheep  had 
been  brought  in,  the  shepherd  would 
lie  across  the  opening,  thus  himself 
becoming  the  door.  As  the  door,  he 
kept  the  sheep  from  getting  out;  but 
more  importantly,  he  kept  the  wild 
animals  and  thieves  from  coming  in 
to  molest  the  sheep.  Tb  the  sheep,  the 
shepherd  became  a  door  to  provide 
safety.  When  Jesus  said,  “I  am  the 
door.”  he  suggested  that  for  those  who 
were  committed  to  him,  he  provided 
all  those  things  necessary  for  the  safe¬ 
ty  of  his  flock.  ~  -  . 

II.  Sustenance 

The  shepherd  also  was  responsible 
for  providing  sustenance  for  his  sheep. 
In  v.  9b,  reference  is  made  to  finding 
“pasture.”  In  v.  10,  Jesus  used  the 


Father  also  is  merciful”),  and  since 
the  Kingdom  Citizen  receives  the 
nature  of  God,  mercy  will  be 
reproduced  in  his  life.  A  merciful  per¬ 
son  is  one  who  maintains  a  spirit  of 
kindness,  goodwill,  and  forgiveness 
toward  others.  Matthew  adds  that  the 
merciful  obtain  mercy.  He  surely  does 
not  mean  that  mercy  is  earned.  He 
evidently  intends  to  teach  that  by  giv¬ 
ing  mercy  room,  the  heart  will  be  ex¬ 
panded  to  receive  more  mercy,  that 
one  in  turn  may  have  more  to  give. 
Such  is  the  foundation  for  all  posses¬ 
sions  in  the  Kingdom  of  God  —  one 
possesses  to  share  or  he  really  does 
not  possess  at  all  (v.  38). 

The  Kingdom  Citizen  is  in  the  cor¬ 
rect  attitude  when  he  is  in  the  at¬ 
titude  of  the  beatitudes. 

Baker  is  pastor.  First,  Clinton. 


word  “life.”  The  helpless  sheep  were 
sustained  because  the  shepherd 
brought  them  to  places  where  they 
could  find  grass  to  eat  and  water  to 
drink. 

The  most  beautiful  biblical  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  function  of  the  shepherd  is 
to  be  found  in  the  magnificent  twenty- 
third  psalm.  As  our  shepherd,  Jesus 
provides  that  which  is  necessary  to 
sustain  us.  He  is  our  water.  He  is  our 
bread  (food).  He  is  all  we  need  to  have 
life  and  have  it  more  abundantly. 

III.  Sacrifice 

The  life  of  the  shepherd  was  a  life 
of  sacrifice.  Jesus  stated  that  the  good 
shepherd  gave  his  life  for  the  sheep  (v. 
11).  The  work  of  the  dedicated 
shepherd  required  a  lifelong  commit¬ 
ment  to  service.  Even  today,  pilgrims 
to  the  lands  of  the  Bible  can  see 
shepherds  constantly  standing,  or  sit¬ 
ting,  by  their  flocks  to  meet  all  their 
needs.  They  are  with  them  in  all  kinds 
of  weather,  through  periods  of  grave 
danger,  and  in  every  conceivable  cir¬ 
cumstance  in  the  search  for  food. 

The  shepherd  often  literally  lost  his 
life  either  to  the  elements,  to  robbers 
or  to  wild  beasts  as  he  sought  to  offer 
them  protection.  Our  Good  Shepherd 
literally  gave  his  life  that  we  might 
have  life.  His  sacrificial  death  on 
Calvary’s  cross  provided  our  eternal 
life. 

IV.  Security 

Although  not  in  today’s  immediate 
scripture  passage,  Jesus’  most  mean¬ 
ingful  words  concerning  the  role  of  the 
shepherd  are  found  in  verses  27-28. 
“My  sheep  hear  my  voice,  and  I  know 
them,  and  they  follow  me:  and  I  give 
unto  them  eternal  life:  and  they  shall 
never  perish,  neither  shall  any  man 
pluck  them  out  of  my  hand.” 

The  eternal  security  of  the  believer 
is  to  be  found  in  no  other  source  than 
the  Shepherd  of  Life  who  loved  us  and 
gave  himself  for  us.  In  all  essential 
areas  of  need  in  the  lives  of  God’s  peo¬ 
ple,  Jesus  is  the  Shepherd  of  Life — 

Moore  is  director  of  missions,  At¬ 
tala  Association. 
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